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Some thoughts on the tnspired pas- 
sage found in the seventh verse of 
the fifth chapter of the Hebrews. 


HE passage is as follows :— 
Who in the days of his flesh, 
when he had offered up prayers 
and supplications, wtih strong cry- 
mg and tears, unto him that was 
able to save him from death, and 
was heard in that he feared. 
This portion of scripture has 
much perplexed expositors, and 
itis certainly not easy to de- 
termine, in all respects, the truce 
import of the expressiors which 
are used. It is clear that it re- 
fers to Christ, exhibiting his char- 
acter as an iatercessor. An es- 
sential part of the sacerdotal 
character of Christ consists in his 
‘upplieations to the Father. In 
that view he is here presented 
hy the inspired Apostle, and the 
lerins of expression are singularly 
beautiful and strong. In an at- 
tcmpt to ilistrate the passage, 
a tew things will be suggested. 
_i, The prayers and supplica- 
tous here referred to, as offered 
‘y Christ, were in the days of his 
fon. This was during the pe- 
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riod of his humiliation, continu- 

ing from the time of his birth to 

his resurrection from the dead. 

it is said by the Apostle John, the 

word was made flesh, and dwelt a- 

mong us. During this period of 
dwelling among men, he perform- 
ed the work of his priestly office, 
in which he was subjected to se- 
vere labor, suffering, and trial. 
In the days of his flesh, he was 
subject to the weakness, the im- 
periections, and the sufferings of 
humanity ; at least, so far as he 
could be without sia. ‘This truth 
is forcibly declared in the same 
epistle tothe Hebrews. For ver- 
tly he took not on him the nalure 
of angels ; but he took on him the 
seed of Abraham. Wherefore in 
all things it behoved him to be made 
hike unlo his brethren, in all things 
pertaining to God, to make recon- 
citation for the sins of the pcople : 
for tn that he himself hath suffered, 


them that are tempted. Here it is 


observable that the sacerdotal 


character of Christ is particularly 
in view ; and that he might be 
prepared to offer an acceptable 





sacrifice to God, and make recou- 
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being tempted, he is able to succour - 
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ciliation for the sins of his people, 
it behoved him to be male like 
wuto his brethren. Surely he 
hath borne our eriefs, and carried 
our sorrows. Notwmercly as he 
suffered for those iniquities of 
men, which are the occasion of | 
all their sorrows, but 2s he was 
subject to the natura! evils of | 
human life. In this state of hu- 
miliation, he was always an inter- 
cessor before God. 
read the gocpels without perceiv- 
jog that a pos portion of his | 
life was employ cd in prayers and | 
supplications in the presence of 
his Father. It is said, Luke vi.12. 
—And it came to pets i those 
days, that he went cnt into a moun- 
fain to pray, and centinued ali 
night in prayer to God. 

Chrisi Jesus is an intercessor 
with God, even in his exaltation 
in glory. If any man sin, we 
have an advocate with the Father, 
Jesus Chitst the righteous. In 
this sense he is ever an interccs- 
sor with the Father, not innplor- 
ing favor to himself, not pre- 
senting lis offering connected 
with supptications for the pardon 
of sinners ; but pleading the cov- 
enant faithfulness of Jchovah, in 
the fulfilment of his promises to 
him, respecting his people. But | 
asa suppliant, Christ appeared | 
before his Father in the da ys of 
his flesh only. Possessing the | 
weakness of humanity, he was | 
in constant need of the divine as- 
sistance snd support, to uphold 
him and carry him through 
all his trials. ‘Then also did he 
bear the sitis of men, as he was 
performing that work of obedi- 
ence and suffering, which could 
honor the divine law, and which 
was necessary for their redemp- 
tion. In this state of weakness. 
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dependence, and burden, he pre- 
sented abundant sepulicalions to 
his lather. 

2. The prayers and supplica- 
tions of Christ were offered to 
|God. They were offered unto 

him that was able to save him from 
| death. This, none could have 
| done but Jehovali. Ee had no 
| helper, no advocate, no fricixl to 
| appear in his behalt: Lut must 
go himsclf. with ali his | buidcis, 
|withall his weakness and 

| rows, right to Gad, Hey 

Father, and by hi obedie he 
zeal to perform aii his 1 
to honor his name, “i Ser main- 
tained an intercourse ¥ ith him, 
while the Father never forg i 
his beloved Sou. On all ocva- 
sions of peculiar sufferings, fess 
or wants, he was most innporiu. 
nate in his supplications. 

Christ prayed to God, as he 
always possessed just views of his 
character. When we engage in 
acts of religious worship, and ap- 
prehend the character of the 
Most High to be very differcut 
from what it is in reality, we are 
not worshipping the true God, but 
same other bemg. Inthe most 
fearful reprocf, he declares, Pheu 
thoughtest that I was altegeth- 

er such an one as thyself : out I 

niil reprove thee. God is not 

traly worshipped, unless his 
| Character be contemplated, es- 
sentially, according to the exhi- 
bition which he has given of him- 
self in his word. ‘The essence 
of wrong religion is given in the 
declaration of Christ, Ye worship 
ye know not what. Our Lord al- 
ways knew the character of his 

Father, us such, he feared, he 
loved, he worshipped him. 

3. Christ, our great high pricst, 
offered his supplications to God 
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with great earnestness aad feel- 
ing. On this particular the lan- 
gage of the apostle is very for- 
cine. He offered up prayers and 
suj plications, nith strong crying 
and tcars When he appe: ared 
before his Father to make his 
complaint, and to pour out his 
supplications, especially on occa- 
sions of dcep solicitude, his whole 
soul was roused, every feeling 
was excited to its ulimost power. 
On many occasions, during the 
period of his humiliation, he ex- 
perienced the severest trials 
which could be endured. At 
other times, his soul was poured 
forth in the most agonizing pray- 
crtoGod. Prayer is not merely 
the language of want, but also 
of fear and distress. Job says, 
As for me, ts my coinplaint to 
man? The language of the 
Psalmist is, g2ve eur to my prayer, 
O God, attend unto me, and hear 
me: I mourn in my complaint, 
and maice a noise ; because of the 
voce of the enemy, because of the 
oppression of the wicked. Again, 
! cricd unto the Lord with my 
vorce ; mith my voice unto the 
Lord, did Imake my supplication. 
I pag out my complaint before 
him; I shewed before him my 
ir ouble. In times of distress and 
fear, they go with their sorrows 
aid Complaints to God; to him 
they make known their heaviest 
aflictions. Thus did Christ. 
Never did any other bear such 
burdens; never was one over- 
Whelmed with such terrors as fell 
"pon the divine Nazarene. 
liorne down with the mighty 
load, he made his complaint, 

ok strong crying and tears to 

im Uh; ul hears the praycr of the 


Cistressed, Whatever may be 
sdnest 
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est measure of kuman affliction, 
is found in the fullest manner 
in the sufferings of Christ. Ii 
it be bodily pain, he bad that ia 
the extreme. if il be in the ap- 
prehension and fearful prospect 
of the severest sufferings, such 
was his. Ji in a view of the 
desigus of the most wicked and 
enraged enemy, such was his 
prospect. If in the hidings ef 
God’s favor, here also we shall 
find the biessed Saviour in the 
dcepest disiress. If it be the 
falsehood and treachery of 
friends, to this he was uo slran- 
ger. With this weicht of afllic- 
tion, he might truly say, My seut 
ts exceeding sorrowful, even unto 
death. In sucha scene of over- 
whelming distress, his supplica- 
tion to God might well be attend- 
ed with strong crying and tears. 
There is reason to conclude, that 
in this passage, the apostle had 
a particular view to the agony in 
the garden, as he sayshe effered 
up prayers unto him thet was able 
to save him from death. Death, 
in all its horrors, then appeared 
before him. Thus, he said, Fa- 
ther save me from this hour. As 
he possessed all the innocent 
frailtics of humanity, in view of 
the extreme sufferings which 
awaited him. his soul must have 
been exccedingly overwhelmed 
with consternation and dismay. 

From this terror he prayed, most 
fervently, that he might be de- 
livered. And, as it was the ter- 
ror of death, he prayed to him 
who was able to save him frem 
death. Wie must have had, in 
anticipation, the clearest view of 
all the agegravations which would 
attend the death that was be- 
fore him. Ineludinvg the tortures 
of the cross, the revilings of the 
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wicked, the triumphings of his 
enemies, the discouragement and 
desertion of his friends. But if 
the approaching death could not 
be avoided, it was his earnest 
prayer to his Father, that he 
might be upheld and carried 
through the mighty conflict. 
This would be, in a sense, de- 
liverance from death. It would 
be a deliverance from its greatest 
terrors. Under these circum- 
stances, we may well suppose 
that the prayer of Christ would 
he accompanied with strong cry- 
ing and tears. 

Praycr is frequently made in 
such a manner that it is merely 
intellectual, without any emo- 
tion of the affections, or any 
sensible desires of the heart. 
Prayer of this kind consists 
chiefly in thoughts and expres- 
sions wilh which the mind is 
pleased, for the brilliancy of the 
conception, or the pertinercy of 
expression producing no other 
effect. Thisis not the utterance 
of fear or love, but the exhibi- 
tion of ourselves before God. 
Not such wes the prayer of 
Christ. This wes the language 
of his heart, the unmeasured ut- 
terance of his soul. When he 
made his complaint before God, 
the groans of distress were min- 
gled with afi his words; implor- 
ing his presence, the sighs ef so- 
Hicitude and concern responded 
io every peliiion ; as he sought 
deliverance fiom danger, the 
groans of anxiety and alarm 
would almost prevent his suppti- 
cations ; when he submitted to 
his Father’s will, the tears of con- 
fidence and love gushed as fier 
incxhanstible fountains. He 
who could weep over the tomb 
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the stupidity and blindness of 
perishing Jerusalem, would not 
be able to restrain the rushing 
tear, in view of the last stroke 
of a fallen universe, in view of 
the mightiest conflict of hell. 
As groans and sighs are the 
language of the heart, when di- 
rected to God they are peculiar- 
liarly regarded in the remeu- 
brance of his love. His ancient 
Israel were cruelly oppressed by 
the unfeeling task-masters of 
Egypt. On that occasion it is 


said, The children of Israel sigh- 


ed by reason of the bondage, and 
they cried; and their cry cameup 
unto God by reason of the bondaze. 
And God heard their groaning, 
Then he appeared to the solitary 
shepherd of Midian, and said, J 
have surely scen the affliction 
of my people which are m Egupt, 
and have heard their cry. It 
was atime of his compassion, 
he sent a mighty deliverance.— 
Nehemiah. hearing of the deso- 
lations of Jerusalem, sat don», 
and wept, and mourned certain 
days ; and God hearkened to 
his supplication and granted his 
request.—The prophet Ezekiel 
is directed, Go through the midst 
of Jerusalem, and set a mark up- 
on the foreheads of the men that 
sigh and cry for ail the abonina- 
tims that be done in the mités! 
thercof.— in a great experience 
of the divine character and ¢eal- 
ings, the Psalmist declares, a bro- 
kenand acontrile heart, O God, 
thou wilt not despise. 
4. The supplications of Clinst 
were always made in submission. 
Though sirong were his eryuig 
and teas, as indicative of es 
treme anxiety and cistress, he 
always enbmitted to his Father s 


of a friend, who could weep over will; making it his chict cesue 
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that he would do all his pleas- 
ure. In the form of prayer 
which he has given us for our 
guide, which is conformable to 
the manner ja which he prayed 
himself, one of the principal pe- 
litions is, Thy nil be done. Not- 
withstanding the great solicitude 
of his benevolent heart for the 
salvation ef men, particularly, io 
those places where he had be- 
stowed his greatest laboys and 
wrought his mightiest works ; in , 
view of their extreme stupidity, | 
he says, J thanc thee, O iatier, | 
Lord of heaven and earth, because | 
thou hast hed these things from | 
the wise and prudent and hast | 
revealed them unio babes. Even 
so, Faiher ; for so it seemed cood 
inthy sight. He does net rejoice 
in the moral blindness of the 
wicked, but that his Father docs 
all his pleasure.—In view of the 
conflicts of the cross, after his 
most fervent pleadings for de- 
hverance, he concluces, O my 
Father, if this cup may nol pass 
away from me, except I drink it. 
thy mill be done. ‘Vhe divine 
slory was always his first object | 
of desire. Knewing that the | 
sume was the primary end of all | 
tie purposes of his Father, it! 
was always the first wish of his 
heart that his will might be 
done. As man, in his humiliation. | 
not knowing all the purposcs of | 
Ged, he could only present his | 
own desires, praying that they 
might be granted, so far as con- 
‘stent wilh his perfect wisdom 
aad holy designs. The whole 
Work of Chrict om earth, was 
* constant ecere of submission 
to his Kather. Jn conformity 
wiih the great design of bis hu- 
Miliation, were al} bis rtrnpiicn- 
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5. The prayers of Christ were 
successiul. As he oficred his 
supplications to God, he mas 
heard in that he feared. When he 
came before God in the days of 
his flesh, to offer his supplica- 
tions wilh slrong crying and 
tears, he was not scnt empty a- 
way. ‘To the expression, he was 
heard in that he feared, two dif- 
ferent interpretations have been 
given. One is, that in the ex- 
ercise of godly fear, of love and 
obedience to God, cheerfully 
submitiing to his will, and de- 
sirous to perform all his pleasure, 
he was accepted of God, in a 
faithful answer to his supplica- 
tions. Godly fear is one of the 
first qualities of a pious mind. 
Christ, in his huiniliation, giving 
an example of godliness, was per- 
fectiy possessed of the true fear 
of the Lord. Thus, in that he 
feared, presenting his supplica- 
tions to his lather with the spi- 
tit of godly fear, he was accepted 
and heard.—_The other interpre- 
talion of this expression is, he 
was heard in the thivg which he 
feared. Supposing that his sup- 
plications respected a particular 
evil, from which he had the 


strongest desive for deliverance ; 


from that he was delivered.— 
Respecting any particular evil 
which he apprehended, which 
called forth his strong crying, 
he was heard and obtained help 
according to his request. This 
thought, though pleasant and 
striking, appears not to possess 
the extent and true impoit of 
the passage. The former illus- 
tration appears more congenial 
to the tener of the cpostle’s 
seasoning, avd to the perfect 
character of the Givine Media- 


itor, Phot int reretuticen ‘s much 
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strengthened by the considera- 
tion that it is far more extensive 
than the olher, and substantial- 
ly includes it. If the supplica- 
tions of Christ were heard, gen- 
erally, as he says to his Father, | 
I icnow that thou hearest me al-| 
ways, it is evident that in any 
particular case to which he di- 
rected his prayers he must have | 
been heard and answerd. 

The office of a priest consists | 
in offering sacrifices to God, and | 
accompanying those sacrifices | 
with supplicatious to him for | 
pardon and favor. Christ Jesus 
was a perieet high priest ; pos- 
sessing every requisite qualifica- 
iion, he was equally faithful to 
perform the duties devolving 
upon him. He was therefore 
perfectly accepted of the Father, 
his sacrifice was approved,and his 
tutercession was granted. This 
scems to be the conclusion to 





which we are led by the reason- 
ive of the apostle in the pas- 


sage before us. Thus he says, 
Christ glorificd not himself to 
be made an high pricst ; but he 
dat said unto him, thou art my 
Sen, to-tay have I begotten thee. 
~13 he saiih also wr another place, 
Thou art a priest for ever after 
the erdcr of Melclisedce ; rho in 
the days of lis flesh, &c. Though 
Leivere a son, yet icarned he cbe- 
dience ivy the things which he suf: | 
SJcred, and being made perfect, he 
became the author of eternal sal- 
vaiion unto all them that obey 
him ; called of Ged, an high 
priest after the crder of Melchis- 
edec. ‘Thus, Christ Jesus was 
a perfect high priest. after the 
order of Melchisedec. from whom 
Abraham received the blessing 
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and the promises; and his priest- 
tiood was perfectly suceessful, as ! 
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it procured eternal salvation for 
all that obey him. Melchisedec 
being a priest of the most high 
God, blessed Abraham with au- 
thority, and his blessing was 
effectual. Whereas the Levit. 
ical priesthood pointed to bies- 


' sings to be received only through 


a great sacrifice yet to come, and 
could procure nothing by its 
own power. ‘Thus Cirist was a 
high priest. not aller the order 
of Aaron, but after the order of 
Melchisedec, who procured di- 
vine blessings by his own power, 
who cominunicated them in his 
own name, and which were ef- 
fectual upon all those by whom 
they were received. ‘The bles- 
siiigs of salvation come from 
God, but they come through 
the prevalent intercession of our 
great high priest, Christ Jesus. 
A few instances may be no- 
ticed in which the prayers of 
Christ were signally granted. 
We first consider the case to 
which some suppose the pray- 
ers, spoken of in the passage be- 
fore us, particularly refer. His 
prayer in the garden. He pray- 
ed that that cup might pass irom 
him. Though he prayed in sub- 
mission, this was the subject of 
his most important intreaty. He 
was overwhelmed with the ut- 
most consternation and terror, 10 
apprehension of the sufferingstha 
were before him. From these 
terrors he was delivered. For 
we are told by Luke, There ap- 
peared an angel unio him from 
heaven, strengthening hin. ‘This 
prayer that the cup mig!t pass 
from him, implies that he may 
be exempted from the threaten: 
ed suficrings, or be supported 


e t 
land carried through them. The 


latier was done for him. 
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was delivered from his fearful 
appichension, and enabled to 
endure the scene with compo- 
sue, Without dishenoring God, 
or failing in any of his designs. 
For it is said, Who, for the joy 
that was set before him, endured 
ihe cross, despising the shame. In | 
yiew of the joy which he antici- | 
pated, he was carried above eve- | 
ry concern. Under all the weak- | 
ness of humanity he was upheld, | 
ti} the last deerce on the roll | 
of heaven was fulfilled, and he 
could truly say, 17 1S FINISHED. 
Aud, finally, though he were 
left to die, he was not forgotten 
inthe grave, for God raised him 
from the dead. Lis prayer was 
heard.—Another instance of a 
remarkable answer to the sup- 
plication of Christ, is in the 
prayer made on the cross. Leok- 
ing upon his unfeeling murderers, 
he prays, Father, forgive them, for 
they know not ivhat they do.— 
Probably a great portion of those, 
who were concerned in that hor- 
rid transaction. were aflerwards 
forgiven. On the day of Pente- 
cost, a great number of people 
were assembled, and Peter charg- 
ed upon them directly the crime 
of crucifying the Lord. Hin 
heing delivered —ye have taken and | 
by micked hands, have crucified | 
and slain. "Chey felt the justice | 
of the charge, they were pricked | 
in the heart, they enguired with | 
| 








i 











the utmost suticitude, What shaif 
we do? ‘They were directed to | 
repent and believe on the Lord | 


Jesus Christ, and three thousand | 
were added to the church. An, 


answer to the praycr on the ; scene wr the sake of iis Father's 
cross, which will be celebrated | 
through eternily. Christ said to 
Peter, Simon, Simon, behold, Sa-| 
fan hath desired to have you that 


he may sift you as wheat ; but 1 
have prayed for thec, that thy 
strength fail not. 


He passed 
through the sevcrest conflict, bat 
he was upheld and restored ;_ his 
faith did not fail, and he became 


one of the most illustrious wit- 


nesses for Christ. ‘I'he interces- 
sion of his Lord was prevalent 
and effectual. Look at Christ's 
prayer for his people, recorded 
in the seventeenth chapter of 
John. It has ever been remem- 
bered and answered of God. The 
wickedness of the world and the 
internal weakness and corruption 
of the church are so great, that 
it would seem it must often sink 
and be utterly overwhelmed.— 
jut the intercession of Christ 
stancs an immovable barrier a- 
eainst every assailing foe, that 
it cannet be overthrown, it can- 
not cease te rise and prosper. 
‘Phe reason why the supplica- 
tions of Christ are heard and an- 
swered, has been already sugeest- 
ed. It is because he teared the 
Lord, which is the beginning of 
wisdom. Godly fear flows from 
love. Itis that fear which is a 
dread of offending, of disobeying, 
or dishonoring God. ‘This ap- 
pearcd eminently in Christ. His 
love to his Father was of the 
strongest kind, for it was through 
its influence that he submitted to 
all the periis of the incarnation. 
This love strikingly appeared in 


' his great solicitude that he might 
be glorified. Tuthe prespect of 
i ta) 


his greatest trial, he exclaims, 
Now is my soul troubled ; then 
recollecting that he came to this 


glory, he says, Falher, glorify thy 
name, though it be at the cx- 
pense of his own severest suffer- 


‘ings, A little before his craci- 











ree bik 
poeta ee et 
Raitiued Ber 
7. ie < 4 
’ ° si . hap “as 
ol Rar Gs, - 
ene ae a Be 
4a a - ae any gh 
Ae ae bor 
ait ma a oa! 
g's ‘. 4 tie 
i 7. iy 
ae t: ! +7 
* ia '« 


MTS 
| “" ce” 4 i, 
Wak - *, ed 
a % “. r) 
” } ee 
We ire” ite 
hi b, . , aM in 
¥ Ares 
a Pe 
Pt Wt io Bata / 
t ees ee 
‘ ! teop < ry 
' «7 ‘ 
oe. 
.* en 
Sia eee ewe ie 
a4 ‘ . ‘ 
4,1 i A t, 
ae _- ‘ 
yc AM, payee! 
oni % te sel 
y@ . aiki q 
oy '] e%, * 4. 
! 11. ies 
‘ 4 ‘ 
oe | att ‘ 
eas ‘ , we 
ee. tee Se 
I 44 ian 
mi ‘has 7 * 
, Hi a 
‘ v 
. 4 ‘ U 
i ? : D 
" Nos art 
q af} ; tg? 
qe" i , 
te pee 888 
; \ oa 
a}. 3 
wae 
a , 
\ 
“ 
ty fy 
* 
A 
* 
ja <8 a 
%. 





its 7 
fixion, he s:ysto his Father, J 
have glorified thee on ihe earth : I 
have finished ihe work wiich thou 
gavest me to do. Godly fear pro- 
duces meekness and humility. 
This was eminently characteris- 
tic of the Saviour. Thus he 
says, Come unto me all ye that 
labor and are heavy laden, and I 
nill give you rest. 


am meck and lorly in heart ; and 
ye shall find rest unto your souls. 
—Heir of all things, 


he appeared in the character of 
aservant; witheuta fault or a 
stain, ke was mumbered with 
transgressors. 

Another fruit of godly % 
obedience. 


Obedicuce to Ged 
and his holy precepts, was ore 
of the prominent characteristics 
of Christ. He says of himscii 
‘by the mouth of David, I delioht 


to do thy will, O my God, yea thy 
law ts writicn in my heari. 
divine law was ia his heart; it 
was his comfort, his greatest joy, 
to do the will of his Father, and 
to honor all his commandments. 
Though he were a son, yet lcarn- 


ed he obedience by 
which he sufjcred. As the Sou of 
the highest, he might expect an 
exemption from the suffering of 
severe obedience. But as man, 
aud especially «3 mediator be- 
tween God an-t man, he must be 
subject to all Lhe divine precepts. 
This obedience he always paid 
in the most perfect inanner. 


In the conclusion of this essay, | 
we might take notice of some | 


things which constitutld the 
principal subjects of Christ’s sup- 
plications to his Father. But 
the length to which it has exten- 
@cd, renccrs it proper that they 


houghts on Heb. v. 


ake my yoke | 
upon you and lcarn of me, for I | 


he was! 
poor; Lord of heaven and earih, | 


rey 
4 is€ } 


the things | 


~ 


ie [ May, 
be oviy mcutioncd. He present. 
ed his fervent prayer to God, 
that he might be sustained by di. 
vine grace to finish the work o! 
man’s redemption. To such a 
necessary support refers that di. 
vine promise, He shall give his 
angels charge over thee, to keep 
thee in all thy ways. They shail 
bear thee up in their hands, les 
thou dash thy foot aginst a stone. 
—Christ prayed that God would 
save and glorify his people. As 
the Son is infinitely benevolent 
in offvving himself a high priest, 
ito bear the curse of the divine 
tlaws th 





ihe Father is not less mer. 
‘ciful, in accepling of his inter. 
| cession, and puttiug away the 
‘sins of his people. This, there- 
| fore, the Saviour always prayed 
thim todo. Futher, I mill that 
that they also whom thou hast given 
| me, be nith me where I am; that 
they may behold ihe glory which 
thou hast given me. Neither prey 
i for these atone, bul for them also 
which 'siald believe on me through 
their word. Chiist prayed that 
God would dispose ail the events 
of his providential government 
iu such a manncr as to advance 
the interests of the church, and 
‘complete the designs of his inf- 
inite grace. He said to Pilate, 
| Thou contJst have no power at 
ail aginst me, except it were gwen 
thee from ubove. In all the rage 
‘and wickedness of men he cou- 
‘templated the holy designs 0! 
| God, holding all under the rein 
of his own perfect wisdom, di- 
recting all things to the accom: 
plishinent of his purposes of eter- 
uallove. For this he prayed. 
Our holy Saviour prayed to God 
tv glorify his justice and wisdom 
in the condemnation of the un- 
godly. says, Tet death setz 
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upon them, and let them go donn 
quick into helt : for wickedness ts 
in their dwellings, end among 
them. Though infinitely benev- 
alent to men, he is, above all 
things else, faithful to God, and 
he desires that his justice and 
truth may be glorified. Inthe 
character of an Iuntercessor, 
Christ is the same that he will 
be al the judgment, and through 
elernily. 
Our divine Lord, in the char- 
acter of an Intercessor, is our ex- 
ample. He shows the manner 





in which cur prayers should be | 


ofiered to God, apd the objects 
for which we should ever pray. 
He has left his great command, 
Follow me. 

The prayers of Christ will be 
subdstantlialiy granted. A consid- 
eration, full of comfort to his 
people ; but replete with terror 
to all such as are not reconciled 
tohim. He prays for eternal 
life for the believer, and for the 


execulion of the divine threaten- 


ings against the impenitent. 
Godly fear is the best evidence 
of the Christian character. That 
is an imitation of Christ, it is ap- 
proved of the Father, and will 


entitle the soul to cidless bless- 
ing. 
Ss 


On the Evil of Justifying the Con- 
duct of the Wicked, 


Y the nicked, may be un- 
derslood thase, whatever be 
their worldly station or religions 
Profession, who are evidently 
destitute of the fear of God ; un- 
influenced by those principics of 
Christian godliness, which alone 
produce genuine obedience of 

Vou. VIE. No. 5. 
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heart and life to the command- 
ments of the divine law: all, in 
short, who shew by their senti- 
ments, their Janguage, and their 
conduct, that they are still un- 
der the power of sin and Satan. 
And we may justly be regarded 
as justifying the wicked, 

I. When, in our commenda- 
tious of character, we make /ittle 
or no distinction between those 
who fear God, and those who 
fear him noi. We are certainly 


| neither entitled in reason, nor 


allowed by Scripture, to sit in 
censorious judginent on the spir- 
itual state of our brethren ; but 
there are, at the same time, cer- 
tain broad unequivecal features 
in the character of multitudes, 
which, if we take our standard 
of conduct from the revelation of 
divine truth, must irresistibly 
compel us to conclude, that they 
are not only far from the king- 
dom of God, but the open and 
avowed subjects of the kingdom 
of darkness. Charity in cases 
like this, is at once dangerous to 
those who indulge il, and to 
those who are ils objects. They 
may be amiable, they may be 
benevolent, they may have mia- 
ny commendable natural quali- 
ties, they may have done us 
many valuable offices ; but are 
we, on any, or on all of these ac- 
counts alone, to shut our eyes to 
their undisguised want of reli- 
gious and moral principle, to 
their licentiousuess and vice ; 
and-by our indiscriminate meth- 
od of talking concerning thei, 
practically to say that they are 
righteous ? Unless there be, in 
reality, no distinction between 
virlue and vice ; unless there be 
no evil in profane swearing, in 
the neglect of public worship, in 
x 
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lishing the crimes, eveu of the 


worst of men; bul if we either | 
v , } 
or atlow to be commended 


praice, 
lor their religion or morality, 
wen who are notoriously desti- 
lule of all pretensions to cither, 
we are cerlainly accessary to the 
suiil of deny ing Uhat there is any 
such thing as truth ta the Serip 
tures, or evil in sin, or danger in 
disobedience Cod, _ who 
ihus justifics the wicked, is 
€ nemy to his own saly ate LO). 
fere also may be noticed, 
thoce who by their wattings 
whether narrative or Crarpatic, 
hold upto public ap bdo asthe 
patiern of almost every exc 
Jence, char 
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freguently do we heor 
yew of, with mucit ap- 
os distiivuished for 
sof hearl; who, as proe!s 
give Lire most 
palpable evidence of being ntter 
strangers to every Christian p irin- 
ciple, and to almost every virlu 
lous dis pesilion n, exccpt perks; 
that of bcing liberal in alms to Ut 
poor. "Litis is a leria which can- 
not be toostrongly reprobated. Il 
it has. any meaning at all, it isa 
inest unseriptural one. Can true 
goodness of heart be consistent 
wilh habitual disregard to the 
anthoriiy of God, with uniform 
i sohedience to his laws, with a 
mind that derives its sole satis- 
| faction from present objects 
*Out of the heart 
ia knew what wasin 
rocced evil Uoughts, mir- 
‘s, cdulierios, fornicairons. 
efis, fudse witness, Llaspheniits.” 
s the heart, and such 
fruits in the conduct ol 
iiaby, who yet. in the vocabu- 
lavy of those who call the wick- 
led righteous, are said to be dir- 
liaguished for goodness of heari. 
If, however, we believe the 
Scriptures, the human heat 
must be renewed and sanctified, 
before it can in the Christian 
sense beeome good: and cver 


9° ’ 
GL iis foOoGNeESS, 





and 


rrr eentc ° 
pursues . 
‘ 


ey 
~ + 
Sila his 
moor se. 
sera 

> wa 


t. 


.? 


ti 
And such i 


ais 


/ are 








i1s14.] On the Evil of Justifying the Conduct of the Wi 


then, it will be conscious of much 
imperfection and ein. 


itis a common practice with | 


those who palliale the trans- 
sressions of Lhe wiched, to speak 
cf the mest fleerant acts - im- 
moralily as aesyor/unes rather 
than as S2rs, and to be ready 

with excuses for bins se who com- 
mit them. In feei, sin is a 
word which they very seklom 
use: it has such a religious seund 
that they are net over fond of u! 
tering it: and they do net at all 
understand ils real meaning as 
implying a transgression of the 
law of God, aad as punishable 
vith eternal misery. They sub- 
elitute In place of it the word 
vice, which besides being more 
lashionable, has the advantage 
of being less defined, and refers 
chiefly to the unhappy influence 
which particular actions have on 
personal comfort, or public or 
der. Vice, accordingiy, they 
are disposed in general to palliate 
or excuse, in those whom they 
regard as worthy of their esteem. 


Yhe imperfection and frailty of 


human nature are brought for- 
ward on all occasions, in extenu- 
ation of what they camiot openty 
defend ; and greater alflowsnces 


are made for the strength of 


temptation, than is at af! war- 
ranted by the circumstances of 
those who have sufered them- 
selves to be overcome by ii, For 
they seem to keep entirely out 
of view the encour: cement which 

Was givento these temptations. 
the readiness wi ith whicis even 

were yielded to, and even the 
eagerness with which iley were 
courted. Yetthese are ihe very 
persons who are often beard lo 
accuse us of libelling biuman na- 


Siren = a ° 
eure, Wren according to the au- 


| 
| 





us lo ¢ amd ins 


Ing FT ~ 
Cicliue li ! 


ience of ailazes, we declare it 

) be corrupt aid depraved, spir- 

jitaliy weak and de cidedly prone 
to evil. 

It deserves glso to be most se- 
viously considered, that by ac- 
quiring a habit of palliating sin 
in others, we will graduaily lose 
our sense of its evil in ourselves ; 
Lill at last, there will perhaps be 
no crime so great, for which we 


th arity of Scripture and the ex- 
pe 
is 


! © * oy } 4 7 
will not casily find or invent an 


eXCise. 

Jt is not affirmed that sin is 
never alltended with palliating 
Circumstances, but only that the 
dispos:iion to exculpate sin in 
any even of its least aggravated 
characters, is a proof of insensi- 
bility to its real nature as a 
transgression of Lhose immutable 
laws of righleousness, which are 
founded on the perfections of 
God, revealed in his werd, re- 
echoed by the voice of con- 
science, and sanctioned) by all 
the terrors of divine holiness and 
justice. In every instance, where 
circurnmslances of palliation do oc- 
cur, while even justice requires 
mime degree to 
excuse, the izaasgressor, it as 
sternly commands us to coundemu 
his siz, to testify our disapproba- 
tion of his con iuet, to warn him 
of the necessity of repentance, 
and to pray thal he may be poer- 
doned, and obiain grace to do 
go nO More. 

{t may be 
that those who - justify 
ed, are ire quenly ac 
make a mest unionnded, 
ous, and unseriptaval distinction 
between what they call greatand 
smallsins. For whatis sin? Is 
it not * any want of conferm! 


unto, or tramsgression ol, the da 


farther observed, 
y the wick- 
Cuts iomed to 
1. danger- 
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of God.” Whatever diversity, 
therefore, there may exist be- 
tween particular actions, as to 
their being habitual or only occa- 
sional; as to their being appar- 
ently insulated or producing oth- 
ers ; as to their influence on the 
happiness and peace of those 
against whom they are commit- 


ted, or on the general order and | 


comfort of society; “ though 
some sins ist themselves, and by 
reason of several aggravations,” 


may be more kemous than oth- | 


ers, no sim can be actually small, 
because every sin is an offence 
against the hely laws of the Ma- 
jesty of heaven and earth. 

Aud what are the sins, or rath- 
er vices as they are termed, 
which are represented as compar- 
aiively small and trivial? Why, 
they are those which, in the eye 
of every one that fears God 
and believes the gospel, must 
appear the most aggravated of 
all—because they are directed 
immediately against the honor 
of the name and the glory of 
the worship of God himself; a- 
gainst the love of Jesus and the 
power of his cross. ‘They are, 
if the expression can be admit- 
ted, more strictly religious sins, 
such as unbelief, profaneness, 
sabbath-breaking, and the like. 
—Let a man be almost a devil 
in human form, and if he do 


not personally injure those who | 


thus call the wicked righteous, 
or if he do not scatter the seeds 
of misery among those with 
whom they are connected ; they 
will still speak of his sins as 
being little. He may eternal- 
ly ruin his own soul without ex- 
citing their compassion; though 
the moment that his conduct 
affects themselves, he becomes, 


On the Evil of Justifying the Conduct of the Wicked. [ May, 


in their opinion, a monster unfit 
to live. 

Such a distinction, besides, 
strikes at the root of morality, 
and lays down a principle which 
is subversive of every barrier 
between sin and holiness, and. 
which leaves every man at lib- 
erty to trample the laws of God 
under foot according to his own 
Wishes and propensities. Vor 
in exact proportion to the depra- 
vity and sinfulness of the heart 
is its insensibilily to particular 
acts of moral transgression. Were 
the distinction referred to, there- 
fore, once established, any sin, 
however cegravaled, might be 
regarded as trivial, if the person 
who commils it were only des- 
titute of moral sensibility, by 
being inured to habits of depra- 
vily; the sins to which men 
ave most addicted, being always 
those which they view with 
least dctestation, and which they 
consider as smaller and more ex- 
cusable than other transgres- 
sions. This is, indeed, to call 
good evil, and evil good; to put 
| bitter for sweet, and sweet for 
| bitter. 
| FIL. We justify the wicked 

rhen we countenance the wr 
| godty by our example or influ- 
ence. 








| Kew men are so completely 
| hardened in sin, as to come for- 
ward and justify it mm so maby 


words. But the conduct often 
loudly expresses an approbation 
of crimes, which the heart 
would blush to be thought so 
daringly impudent as to defend. 
This is the case when men who 
know to do good, yet do it not; 
when they indulge in sensual 
pleasures, in intemperance, m- 
justice, opyression, envy, o8 mA 














lice, easily listening to thie voice \ 


of their ungodly passions, and 
making no resistance to the 
temptation to which they are ex- 
posed. They justily the wick- 
ed, when they disregard the ob- 
ligations to the God whom they 
profess to worship; when they 
follow the multitude to do evil, 
in not only making the world 
their portion, and its objects 
their idols, but in profaning the 
day and the name of the Lord, 
in abusing the prosperity with 
which they are blessed, and in 
rejecting those admonitions of 
adversity with which they are 
visited. 

it is not to justify this charze 
against them, however necessa- 
ry, that they themselves exhibit 
any such immorality and irreli- 
gion in their own character. It 
is enough if they encourage, or 
even do not discountenance it 
inothers. Every man hassome 
authority and influence, by 
means of which, however limit- 
ed his talents and sphere of ac- 
tion may be, he diffuses cither 
Virtue or vice around him. Eve- 
ry man, accordingly, who has 
it in his power to reprove men 
cisin, and to warn them of their 
danger, but who stauds silently 
Witnessing, and uses no means 
tocheck them ; every man who 
does not employ the authority 
which his station, or the influ- 
ence which his example affords 
him, to restrain, as far as he can, 
his dependents, his connections, 
cr his domestics, from criminal 








Virtually says to them that, | 


the wicked are “righteous, and 


} 
| 
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istration of justice; “when in 
private they violate the very 
laws which they are appointed 
to enforce; when their hands are 
slow to punish the gnilly; or 
when the innocent are, through 
their neglect or injustice, suf- 
fered to experience injustice 
or oppression. Parents are 
chargeable with it, when they 
do not counsel, warn, and pray 
for their children. Masters, 
when they do not watch over 
the conduct of their servants, 
admonish them of their duty, 
and set them an example of god- 
liness. And every man, when 
he can allow his neighbor or his 
friend to live in sin without re- 
buking him, or presenting to him 
the fatal consequences of his un- 
belief and disobedience. 

Silence, indeed, is often a most 
expressive token of approba- 
tion. He who can sit in the 
company of the dissolute, and 
listen to their profane or inde- 
cent conversation, without dis- 
covering, in theslrongest possible 
marnnner, either in words, or by 
leaving their presence, his disap- 
probation and abhorrence of their 
conduct, is next in point of guilt 
to those whom he thus counte- 
nances, and may soon be as un- 
disguised in his wickedness as 
they. Ie obviously encourages 
them in their iniquity, and 
must be regarded as partaking 
in their crimes. In short, what- 
ever be the particular sin that is 
not reproved er checked, if to 


‘do this be in the power of those 
habits and unchristian conduct, | 


who witness it, or whatever be 
the degree of encouragement 
which it receives either from 


siners blessed. Magistrates are | their example or their silence, 
Chargeable with this guilt, when | if they thus sanction the com- 
they are partial in the admin- | mrission of but one sis, they de- 
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elare, by their conduct, that they 
approve of it, and thus may be 
Viewed as justifying the wicked. 

IV. ‘Those who choose the 
ungodly as their companions, 
and delight in their society, 
justify the wicked. 

Lhe common maxim that a 
man is known by the company 


he keeps, is not less important | 
than true. It is founded in hu- | 


man nature, and is confirmed by 
the observation of every age, 
and every day.—Can two walk 
together except they be agreed ? 
Can saints and deviis live in 
harmony and love ? Impossible ! 
‘there must be some 
bond of sentiment or purenit, 
otherwise there can be no solid 
or lasting friendship : there must 


be ai similarity of disposition | i 


and an union of ment other- 
wise, intercourse wil! not be at- 
tended with comfort, but wiil 
soon be entirely disconlinned.— 
Who then, are our associates ? 
The votaries of this world’s van- 


ity and fusts, the thoughticss, | 


the ivrelicious, the immoral, the 
dissipated, these who-iear not 
God, and obcy not the Son of 
his love? Are these the com- 
panions in whom we delight, 
whose conversation ts a feost te 
us, With whom we spend the 
hows which are not eccupied 
with basiness, whiose fICR ay 


ion we high ilv valuc, and toi: 
whom we unboson oureeives in 
the conficence of fricadship ? | 


Our dispositions ood cheracters | id 


must resembie thetrs. 
essential points, 


ne the most 


ow’ outwarée conduct, may he 
different ; yea, though we ; 
possess whet’ ‘they 

what perhaps our gu 


wen 
wma y 


mutual | 
| have misimproved a precious tal- 


thougi: our sit- 


uation, our secuisr emojoyments, | 


be less if we also wanted ap 
external profession of Christian. 
ity. 

It is not enough to say, that we 


have received no hurt to our re- 


ligious interests from such com. 


| panions ; for this may justly be 


called in question. if the time 
that we have spent with thein, 
in what we call and seem io 
think duarmiless conversation, had 
been devoted to private medita- 
tion and reading, or to the socie. 
ty of those who might have been 
helpers of our faith and holiness, 
we mitht, and we would have 
been tarther advanced in the 
Christian life. IJlLere then, we 


ent, and are very guilty before 
the Seareher of hearts. — But this 
is not all—we have exposed our- 
selves toa temptation the most 
ensuaring and = dangerous, by 
inteaing ourselves under the In- 


‘fluence of a friendship from 


which we acknowledge we have 
derived no soirifmal advantage, 
and witich, though we do not al- 
low il, must have assimilated us 
in some respects to those with 


| whoin we associate. If we break 
i not such connections, we may 
| rembie for our present comfort, 


and etern: | happiness. 

Again, if we can be supposed 
to be iudiferent whether om 
compaiions are godly er profane, 
mn receive equal 

both, this very in- 
‘2 is an incontestible ev- 
dence 2 of our belonging to those 


who “callthe w icked riguleous, 


. 7 ° 4 Caan 
and who feelno relish torr 
gious conversitisa, 
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crs cause for exercising this office | that they are worthy of being lo- 


io his companions, and dees not 
with fidelily and affection dis- 


imei misconduct, and a partakes 
ot their guilt. Ie that svalieth 
wiih mise men, says Solomon, 
shall be wise ; but a companion of 
jools shall be desiroycd. 
* ‘There are, 1 am aware, sit- 
nations, particularly of a do- 
mestic kind, where it is impossi- 
ble, and would net be lawful, 
altogether to relinquish the so- 
ciely of the wicked; but dis 
approbation may, 
iious, be expressed In many olh- 
er ways than by actual separa- 
tion or seclusion. And here al- 
+0 itis necessary that persons be 
on their guard against sintul con- 
lormity to the dispositious, and 
rintul compliance with the will, 
even of those to whom they are 
most intimately related: recol- 
lecting, hat duly to God aiust 
iol be sacrifieed either to the 
pleasure or auihority of any hu- 
inan beive. 

bie who knows the 
of God, that they whe commit 
hil are wort hy ol puiti> pee ned, 
and who fisds his chief pleasure 
mthe society of Lhose who are 
destitute of Christian principic, 
and the discip ics Gh a morchl; 
#0 telaxcd and complaisant, as to 


kive leisure lo almost every of | 


jence ugamist virlue, and eusily 
to bend to depraved inclinations 
and propensities.—he who yiudi- 
cales this system, by waning ils 
abeilors the COutGeisS of hits 
ae. aod the associates of 

Is pleasures, ungrestionabiy i 
Charzeable with justifying the 
wicked. Hie does what he can 
‘oO Coniwim them in their inigui- 
wus Courses, aid Virtually says, 


a 


| 
| 


charge it, must be wccessory to | 


ved and esteemed. | Relig. sifon: 
—<2+4+o 
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MW ii N the forty-cighth 
Psalm was written, a ve- 
remarkable deliverance had 

be cn conferred on the I[sraelitish 

church ané nation. Their com- 
bined enemies, when they beheld 
the holy hill of Zion, and cor- 
templated the favored cily with 





ia such situa. | 


ils bulwarks, walls, asd palaces, 
| greatly “ marveiled. They were 
troubled and hasted away ; fear 
from the Lord took hold upon 
them, and paia as of a woman 
in travail.” Iu their flight they 





° ? 
maement | 


were as ships of ‘Tarshish, when 
lthe Lord is br eaking them to 
r pieces by an cast wind. 
| The Israchites, with grateful 
| praise, acknowledged their di- 
‘vine deliverer ; and his sincere: 
people encouraged to say, 
* Visits God is our God for ever 
vadever; ke will be our guide 
ievea ante death.” 
hut who are the persons that 
cau now warrantably use these 
is? hey ure not Impenitert 


} were 


words? ‘I 

siuners—they are not unbeliev- 
ers——they are nol specious hypo- 
criles, who ouiwardly make a 
jair profession, bul indulge in 
evil thoughts and «fections, and 
seerclly i 


coumil tie deeds ol 
wickedness. >, tue wrath of 
God is revealed trom heaven 

eninct all unesciivess and un- 


right ousness of men. IJNothing 


is | can be concealed irem his view. 


wicked 
i they de not 
i whee ty, their 


| tke is angry "er tlic 
| every day ; and ij 
jtara from tgeir 


‘end will be maiecrable. 
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But the persons whocansay| That glorious Being is their 
the Lord is their God, are all | friend and portion, who is inf. 
those who are humble and sin- | nile in aj] his perfeclions; who 
cere Christians. They have re- | is the original source of all the 
pented of their past sins: ‘They | happiness and comfort which 
have fled to Christ as their only | any of his creatures enjoy ; and 
refuge from the wrath they have | who is able to do in the behalf 
eleserved : under a conviction of | of his people, whatever is his 
the duty which they owe to/ pleasure in the heaven and ip 
God, and constrained by a sense | the earth. 
of his love, they have devoted; 2. Heistheirs by a covenant 
themselves, without reserve, to) relation. 
be his people, and to do his will| His gracious invitation is, “ In- 
for ever and ever. |cline your ear, and come unto 

If we ask them to declare the | me ;” and his promise follows, 
meritorious ground of their con- “ Hear, and your soul shall 
fidence ? they will be ready to) live; and I will make an ever. 
reply, It is the justifying and all- lasting covenant with you, even 
perfect righteousness of their di- | the sure mercies of David. Be- 
vine Redeemer. If we ask from | hold, I have given him for a 
whence their sufficiency in well-| wilness to the people.”  (Isai- 
doing is derived? they will con-| ah lv. 3, 4.) 
fess, thal it is not from the The Lord Jesus Christ, whom 
strength of their own good pur- | David prefigured, was given to 
poses and resolutions, but from | be the Mediator of a new cove- 
the sanctifying and invigorating | nant. By his atoning blood, he 
infleences of the Holy Spirit of| brings those who believe iu him 
God; forthe obtaining of which} into a nearness with God, and 
they are daily praying at a| they are accepted in the beloved. 
throne of grace. Through him, in whom all the 

The word of God is the rule,! divine promises are yea, and 
by which they are endeavoring | amen, the Lord condescends to 
to regulate their temper and be- be their God, and they willingly 
havior, and wherein they find! and gratefully bind themselves 
that they come short of the per- | to be his obedient people. Hence 
fection which his holy law re-| our Saviour, as the faithful 
quires, they are filled with grief‘ Witness,” between God and 
and shame, and are daily labor-| man, after he had finished the 
ing to do better. ‘great work ef our redemption, 

Their privilege is great. | and was risen frem the dead, sent 

1. “ This God is their God :” | a messenger to his disciples, with 

| 





iven lie who the Psalmist says, | these comfortable tidings, “ I as- 
“is great, and greatly to be prais- | cend unto my Father and your 
ed; the Lord of Hosts; upon! Father, and to my God and your 
whose loving-kindness his people | God.” 
meditate with delight in their | Look into yourselves, O Chris- 
worshipping assemblies; whose | lians! take a view of your com- 
praise is unto the ends of the | parative meanness as creatures, 
earth; and whose right hand is! and of your had deserving 49 
fall of righteousness.” ‘sinners: and then say, if vot 
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are not astonished that the Lord 
should not be ashamed to be 
called your God. It is because 
his mercy is higher than the 
heavens ; it is because his 
houghts and ways are not as 
our thoughts and ways, that he 
js pleased to say of any of the 
fallen children of men, “I will 
dwell in them, and walk in 
them; and [ will be their God, 
and they shall be my people.” 
2 Cor. vi. 16. 

It is not a mere nominal priv- 
flege with which Christians are 
favored. In having the Lord 
for their God, is implied the cer- 
tainty of their obtaining what- 
ever is truly good and necessary 
for them. The father in the 
parable who represented our 
heavenly Father, said, ‘ Son, 
thou art ever with me, and all 
that I have isthine;” and the 
charter to every Christian runs 
inthese words, “ All things are 
yours; whether Paul, or Apollos, 
or Cephas, or the world, or life, 
or death, or things present, or 
things to come, all are yours ; 
and ye are Christ’s, and Christ is 
God's.” 1 Cor. iii. 21—23. 

The outward stale of things 
may sometimes appear to us con- 
tradictory, but we may be assur- 
ed of this truth, that when we 
have the Lord for our God, his 


almighty power is acting for our 
defence, his unerring wisdom for | 


idle treasure of his goodness is 
engaged for the supply of all our 
wants. 

What the Lord said to Abra- 
ham is applicable to all the cove- 
nant people of God, “ Fear not, 
{am thy shield, and thy exceed- 
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tent of the blessedness implied in 
having the Lord for our “ ex- 
ceeding great reward,” and in our 
finding him to be so, in his glori- 
ous presence, when this world 
shall be no more. But it is a 
blessedness of which his children 
ought not to entertain any doubt: 
“ For if children,” said the apos- 
tle, ‘then heirs; heirs of God, 
and joint heirs with Christ.” 

3. The covenant relation is 
perpetual. ‘ Now this God shall 
be our God for ever and ever.” 

Were it for a limited time on- 
ly that we were to have the 
Lord for our portion, or a cove- 
nant interest in him as our God, 
what a sad diminution of our joy 
would we necessarily experience. 
Are we looking forward through 
our continuance in this world, 
and from thence to our endless 
duration in the world which is to 
come, still desiring to be blessed 
in his love? How would our 
prospects be darkened, and our 
thoughts troubled, if we thought 
a time might possibly arrive, 
when we could no longer say, 
that he was our God. ‘The more 
that we now take pleasure in the 
enjoyment of his favor, the 
more painful would be the 
thought of our being one time 
or other deprived of it. But 
away with all such fears from 
the Christian! “ This God is 


‘our God for ever and ever.” 
our direction, and the inexhaust- 


“The mountains shall depart, 
and the hills be removed, but my 
kindness shall not depart from 
thee, neither shall the covenant 
of my peace be removed, saith 
the Lord that hath mercy on 
thee.” Isaiah Ivii. 10. 

Who or what shall separate us 


ing great reward.” Indeed, no| if we are real Christians, from 
heart can conceive the fullex-| the love of Christ, and from 
Vou. VIT. No. 5, 
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the love of God which is in 
Christ Jesus our Lord ? Nothing. 
For the apostle reckons up all the 
probable dangers we can possibly 
imagine, and then pronounces 
them incapable of doing. 
‘who shall separate us from the 
love of Christ? shall tribula- 
tions, or distress, or persecution, 
or famine, or nakedsiess, or peril, 
or sword? Nay, in all these 


so 


. ' 
things we are more than con-'| 


querors through him that loved 
us? Tor I am persuaded that 
neither death, nor life, nor an- 
gcis, nor principalities, nor pow- 
crs, her things present, nor things 
to come, nor height, nor depth, 


nor any other creature, shall be | 


uble to separate us from the love 
of God which is in Christ Jesus, 
eur Lord.” 

4. Ife will bo our guide.” 

Weall may know from our 
owb experience, and we ought 
seriously to consider, that “ the 
way of man is not in himsell; it 
is not in man that walketh to di- 
rect his own sieps.”” We need a 
divine conductor ina world in 
which there are so many snaves, 


and where we are so apt to go} 


astray. 
When we look at the dangers 
with which 


which may be yet before us; and 
are sensible of our 


strength and subt}: iy of our spir- 


tlual enemies, a disiressing anx- 
ely, When our faith is’ weak in 
ils exercise, may arise, lest one 
day or other we should perish by 
their destroying power. 
Undoubtedly we would soon 
be ensnared, 4 would finally 
be overcome, if the Lord were 
to leave us to ourselyes. But, 


ca al 
asad 
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we are surrounded, | 
and contemplate the difficulties | 


own igno- | 
rance apd weakness, aud of the 


ord jer our God. [ May, 
blessed be his name, he has said. 
“J will never leave thee, nor 
forsake thee.” 

When we lift up our eyes to 
God, acknowledging that in our 
present strait we know not what 
to do, and are humbly implor- 
‘ing his aid and direction, we 
‘may hope that he will graciously 
| send forth his ight and his truth 
| to leadand teachus. IJLis word, 
when we have betaken ourselves 
to it with prayer to him to ren- 
der it clear and convincing, will 
| be “asa lamp to our feet, and a 

light Lo our path.” Our ears shall 

hear as a voiee behind us, say- 
| ing, “ this is the way, walk ye in 
it,” when otherwise we would be 
turning aside from the heavenly 
path to the right hand or to the 
left. 

\ consolitary promise is con- 
veved to the people of God is 
lieir perplexities, and their at- 
tcution to it is condescendingly 
enforced by re-iterated expres- 
Isaiah xii. 10. % Fear 
thou not, for I am with thee: be 
not dismayed, for Lam thy God. 
I will strengthen thee. yea, ! 
willhelp thee; yea, I will uphold 
‘thee with the right hand of iny 
righteousness.” 

‘How kind is the admonition, 
Prov. tii. 5, 6. “ Trust in the 
| Lord with all thine heart, and 
lean not unto thine own under- 
standing : Jn all thy ways ac- 
knowledge him, and he shall di- 
rect thy steps.” And how sat- 
isfying is his faithful declaration, 
Psalm xxxvii. 22, 23. “ The 
steps of a good man are ordered 
by the Lord, and he delighteth 
inhisway. ‘Though he fall, he 
| shall not be utterly cast down, 
for the Lord upholdeth hi:n with 
his hand.” 
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5. * He will be our guide even 
upto death.” 

He may see it to be most cen- 
ducive to his glory, and to our 
own alter benefit, to detain us 
long in the wilderness. Our fel- 
low-travellers, one after another, 
may be taken to their long 
home, while we are still kept on 
our journey, bearing the burthen 
and heat of the day. 

But we ought not to complain. 
However protracted the space of 


our earthly trial may be, our | 


Friend, who sticketh closer than 
a brother, will not desert us. He 
will be as cur shade on our right 
hand. The keeper of Isracl 
slumbers not, nor sleeps. The 
everlasting God, the Lord, the 
Creator of the ends of the earth, 
fainteth not, neither is weary. 
He will not tarn away from his 
people, as if he were lived of do- 
ing them good ; for his covenant 
with his people is in all things 
sure and well ordered. “ Cana 
woman forget her sucking child, 
that she should not have com- 
passion on the son of her womb; 
yea, saith the Lord, they may 
forget, yet I will not forget thee. 
Behold, I have graven thee on 
the palms of my hands.” (Isaiah 
xlix. 15, i6.) 

The care which the Lord ex- 
ercised over Israel in the wilder- 
ness, is the same which he exer- 
cises over all his people in the 
days of their earthly pilgrimage : 
as such, they may apply the de- 
scription of it for their own com- 
lort. “ ‘The Lord’s portion is 


his people ; Jacob is the lot of | 


his inheritance; he found him 
i adesartland, and in the waste 
howling wilderness; he led him 
about, he instructed him, he kept 
him as the apple of his eye. As 





| 
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an eagle stirreth up her nest, flut- 
tereth over her young, spreadeth 
abroad her wings, taketh them, 
beareth them on Ler wings: so 
the Lord ajone did lead him. and 
there was no strange God with 
him.” (Deut xxxii. 9—12.) 

But the words of the Psalmist 
are not to be understood, as if 
the Lord having guided us even 
unto death, were then to forsake 
us. They have been rendered 
by many, “he will be our guide 
above death ;” and by some, 
“even beyond death.” We 
need a divine Conductor in the 
last steps of our journey, as well 
as in those which were before. 
Inthe valley of the shadow of 
death, there may be as a dark 
viver, through which we are to 
pass, before our actual arrival in 
the heavenly Canaan. We may 
find it deep, and agitated with 
storms; and would sink in it, if 
the Lord were not with us, to 
confirm our steps while we pass 
through the waters, and to be 
the lifter up of our heads. 

When we are engaged in our 
conflict with the last enemy, 
some sins, long since repented of 
and forsaken, may be brought 
fresh to our remembrance. They 
may be furnishing death against 
us, with a painful sting. But 
the sling will be taken away, 
and our wound healed, when we 
are enabled to renew our appli- 
cations by faith to the peace- 
speaking blood of our Redeemer. 
The final conquest will be ob- 
tained for us by him who loved 
us. “ The sling of death is sin, 
and the strength of sin is the law. 
But thanks be to God” (will be 
the final song of the Christain,) 
“ who giveth us the victory 


through our Lord Jesus Christ.” 
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It is indeed the privilege of 
Christians to be kept by the 
power of God unto salvation. 
Satan may rage when they are 
Jeavivg this world, and desire to 
have them, that he may sift 
them as wheat; but their Lord 
has prayed for them, that their 
faith may not ulterly fail. 

The Lord will continue to 
guide his people, “even beyond 
death.” Thus the Psalmist 
could say, “ Thou shalt 
me with thy counsel, and 
ward receive me toglory.” 
will not be left friendless on the 


willbe with them. A safe con- 


duct will be given them to the | 


gates of the celestial city ; into 
which having entered, they will 
find themselves for ever with the 
Lord. The Lamb which is in 
the midst of the throne skall feed 
them, and shall lead them there 
unto living fountains of waters; 
and God shall wipe away all 
tears from their eyes for ever. 
The time may have been, 
when they were apt to entertain 
doubts concerning the loving- 
kindness of their God : but these 
doubts will all vanish in the 
world of light and glory. With 


such a full and joyful assurance | 


as they never before could expe- 
rience, they will be singing, This 
God is our God, for ever and 
ever. He was our guide even 
unto death ; and will be our nev- 
er-failing source of happiness 
through all the ages of eternity. 
I trust there are many, who 
can apply to themselves the com- 
fortable truths of which I have 
_been treating. ‘They are truths 
made known to us in God’s ever- 
Jasting covenant. I shewed in 
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| 
guide 
alter. | 
They | 


| tion. 
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are that can warrantably say, 
* This God is our God for ever 
aud ever; he will be our guide 
even unto death.” It would be 
wrong in humble and sincere 
Christians, who have exercised 
repentance toward God, and 
faith toward our Lord Jesus 


| Christ, and are making it the 
| daily business of their lives to be 
_conformable to the divine will, 


if they were not to encourage 
themselves in the Lord as their 
God. 

But O how infatuated are those 


| persons, and much to be pitied, 
farther shore, for the Lord there | 


who are going on in courses of 
unrepented guilt! I must say to 
them, if you die in your sins, in- 
stead of having the Lord to be 
your Triend and Portion, you 
will find him an avenging jucge. 
Tustead of being admitted into 
his heavenly kingdom, your lot 
will be assigned in that place of 
torment, where the worm dieth 
not, and the fire is not quenched. 

It is well for poor sinners a- 
mong us, that they are yet in the 
land of hope. The Lord is still 
wailing to be gracious. He is 
still saying, Acquaint now your- 
selves with me, and be at peace, 
and good shall come unto you.” 

But let them not neglect to 
comply with his gracious invita- 
Delay not till to-morrow, 
for you may not live till to-mor- 
row. ‘To-day let it be said of 
you by those angels of God who 
delight in the conversion of siv- 
ners, “Behold these humble 
penitents, how they have fallen 
upon their knees before that 
great God whom they have ol- 
fended: see how they are con- 
fessing and bewailing their nu- 
merous transgressions, acknowl- 


the beginning, who the persons | edging their own unwerthines:, 








1314.] 


and praying through their Re- 
deemer for mercy and grace ; 
even for that pardoning mercy, 
and that renewing grace, which 
they greatly stand in need of, 
and which for the sake of the 
Saviour whose merits they are 
pleading will not be withholden 
from them.” 

The Lord is a prayer hearing 
God. Jesus Christ is a power- 
jul and compassionate Redeem- 
er. And the tloly Spirit will be 
ziven to them that ask him. As 
the father in the parable receiv- 
ed the prodigal son, who had re- 
turned from his evil ways, so the 
Lord receives to the arms of his 
mercy the repenting sinner, who 
comes to him through our Lord 
Jesus Christ. 

That we all may bc blessed in 
in having the Lord for our God, 
may he grant of his infinite mer- 
cy, through Jesus Crist our Re- 
deemcr. ‘To his name be the 
praise. 


+o 
On the Evil of Sin. 


TERY inadequate are the 
views generally entertain- 


ed of the nature and malignity | 
of sin. How often, in the cases 


of the sick and the dying, are 
acknowledgments made of the 
frequent commission of iniquity, 
utterly unacompanied by any 
impression of its certain and 
dreadful consequences ! Yet as 
aright knowledge of this point 
is evidently the first link in the 
chain, the first step towards the 
reception of the mercies of the 
gospel, it is of the greatest im- 
portance to illustrate its na- 
ture, 
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1. The evil of sin may appear 
then, in the first place, “ from 
the numerous obligations it vio- 
lates.”—We admit that every 
relation in which we stand to 
others, produces correspondent 
obligations, which it is shameful 
and wicked to despise. For ex- 
ample, are we children ? We are 
bound to the love of our parents. 
Their protection of our infancy, 
their support of our childhood, 
their care, their instruction, their 
unnumbered kindnesses and in- 
cessant watchfulness, claim at 
our hand the returns of obedi- 
ence, submission, love, rever- 
ence, and attention—Are we 
servants ? The wages we re- 
cieve, the sustenance we obtain, 
call upon us to give back indus- 
triousiy to our masters the fruits 
of fidelity, honesty, diligence, 
and zeal.—Are we the offspring 
of misfortune, early bequeathed 
as orphans to the arms of chari- 
ty, and indebted to the tender- 
ness of a bencfactor for all the 
comforts we enjoy ? His volun- 
tary anxiety, and unweared be- 
nevolence, ask from us continu- 
al gralilude, and every possible 
proof of it, in our conduct 
through life.-—Or (to rise from 
individual to public relations,) 
are we members of a Slate, re- 
ceiving protection and deriving 
benefits from its laws, authority, 
and civil regulations ? We natu- 
rally are required to yield back 
loyalty, obedience, respect to 
the king, and to the magistrates 
under his appointment. 

All these obligations are plain, 
and intelligible, admitted and 
felt by every one. ‘The breach 
of them is accounted a disgrace, 
areproach. We abhor, without 
hesitation, an unkind and neg 
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lectful child, a dishonest and | 
slothful servant, an ungrateful of- 
fenderagainst a disinterested be- 
nefactor, a rebcllious subject, a 
despiser of law ‘ 

We perceive al once, inthe cha- 


racters, something unnatural, un- 


becoming, base, and unwortby ; | 


something that oulrages our feel- 
ings, and revolts against our no- 
tions of what is decent and right. 
Now all these relations are far 
move than contained in that in 
which we stand to God. Open 
the Bible, and you will observe 
God claiming the titles of a fa- 
ther, a master, a husband, a ben- 
efactor, a king. ‘The breach, 
therefore, of any of his laws must 
involve the guilt of violating 
similar obligations to those by 
which we are bound in doinestic 
and social life. Thus stikting- 
ly do the Scriptures speak :— 
“ Hear, O heavens; and give 
ear, O carth; for the Lord hath 
spoken: I have nourished and 
brought up children, and they 
have rebelled against mic 
“Surely as a wile 
ly departeth from her husband 
so have ye dealt treachcrousiy 
with me, O house ef Israel. 
“ A son honoreth his father, and 
a servant his master: if then J 
be a father, where is mine hon- 
r? And if i be a master, where 
ismy fear? Saith the Lord of 
Hosts.” The same guilt, infa 
my, and shane, which generai- 
ly follows the contempt of hu- 
rman ties, ought therefore to fol- 
Jow the contempt of the divine 
laws. 
But there are 
Higations which 
Almighty. He 


still higher ob- 
bind us to ihe 
is our God, our 
Creator ; we owe the existence 
of our bodies and souls to his 


and good order. | ( 


treacherous: | 
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‘will and pow we are com. 
| pletely de aiden on his care; 
| we possess nothing which ee 
have not received from him. 
can, then, words express the da- 
\ring rebellion which disobedj. 
| cuce lo his laws implies? It jg 
the “rising up of the clay a 
gainst the potter ;” of the crea. 
ture against the hand by which 
it was created.—But our objjj. 
gations rise yet higher, if God's 
act of redemption is considered, 
As the mere creatures of his 
power, we are im existence ouly 
to render service and obedience 
to our Maker; but as his re- 
deemed creatures, as sinners res- 
cued by unwmerited and unuiter- 
able mercy, we are, in a_ yet 
more emphatic sense, the prop- 
erly of God. Now we are, in- 
decd, “ no longer our own, but 
are bought with a price, thal we 
should glorify God with our bo 
ics aud spirils, which are his.” 
Do we then ask the guill in- 
curred by offending Geli ' Tt is 
|) the insulting Him who unites in 
his singlé poyson the venerable 
chara of father, husband, 
| prince and friend; and who in- 
| vests these characters with un- 
‘imaginable interest and awe, by 
the addition of the adorable 
vaines of Creator, Preserver, and 
licdeemer. Who can measure 
the obligations by which we arc 
hound to such a Being? And 
| who then can measure the crime 
which a viejatien of these obli- 
gations implies? If even in the 
joyous service of such a Being, 
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| the angels veil their faces, abash- 
ed by his par rity ay id najesty, 0 
‘who shall tell the nature of the 


deed, when a depende nt mortal 
lifts up his feeble and unh: illow- 
ed- arm in defiance of the mill, 
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and in subversion of the authority, ed the future; and the sad 


ol oe God! 
. The evil of sin may, in the 


prophecy, “ Dust thou art, and 
to dust shalt thou return,” was 


pe i place, be illustr: ated by but too rapidly verified in the 
tracing the actual effects it has pro- | 


duced in the world.—We are ac- | 


customed to measure any evil by | 


the quantity of misery it produ- 
ccs. The same standard I wish 
to use here—that is, to’ shew 
the malignity of sin by remark- 
ing the dreadful calamities, pub- 
lic and private, which it has pro- 
duced inthe world. 
to public or national calamities, 
{um well aware that we are far 
too ready to impute them to the 
influence of second causes, and 
io look for their source in politi- 
cal errors, and an insufficient gov- 
ernment ; and, therefore, instead 
of noticing those public miscries 
and sorrows which have come 
within our own experience, I 
would rather refer to those sim- 
ilar, but yet more dreadful na- 
tional evils which are recorded 
in Scripture, with this special 
comment, written by the finger 
of God, that they were his judg- 
ments on the wickedness of the 
people. Unfold then the book 
of God, and when scarcely we 
are advanced in the history of | 
creation, to rejoice, with the first 
happy representatives of the hu- 
man race, on the glorious exist- | 
ence to which they had been el- 
cvated, we are compelled to 
mourn with them on its abase- | 
ment and ruin. © Tiey trans- 
gressed the law of God, and their | 


purishment immediately com- | 


menced. ‘They no longer bore 
the image of God ; they no long- 
er beheld that bree of life, which | 
was either the pledge or the 
source of immortality. A dark 
and cheerless cloud overshodow- 


and all our woe.” 


In respect | 


in vain, 
| bare his holy arm 





| 
| 


murder of one son by the hands 
of another. ‘Thus Adam’s sin 
* brought death into the world, 
Let us go 
forward in the page of Scripture, 
and we perceive that ere long 
the earth became populous; and 
in proportion to its numbers was 
its wickedness. For a hundred 
and twenty years the Divine 
forbearance was evinced. The 
warnings of Noah were ullered 
At length, God made 
: the windows 
of heaven were opened, and the 
fountains of the deep were broken 
up. With the exception of one 
family, a whole world was blot- 
ted from existence, and its awful 
fate is lifted up perhaps to the 
universe, as an elernal monument 
of the evil of sin, and of the in- 
dignation of the Almighty a- 
gainst it. Inthe ruin of Sodom 
and Gomorrah, mark a similar 
lesson: fire and brimstone are 
commissioned from heaven to 


| overwhelm these impenitent cit- 


ics, these daring rebels agains? 
the authority of God. ‘Trace 
on the subject through the whole 
history of the c! hildren of Isr ael ; 

and in the destruction of Cor ah, 
|in the pangs of the pe ople stung 
' by the fiery serpents, in the cruel 
ci iptivily and prostration of the 


| whole nation at the fect of the 


king of Babylon, behold the 


proofs of the Divine vengeance 
against iniquity. Oh, how in- 
structive and how touching is the 
lesson their melancholy contes- 
sions impart ! “ We all do fade 
sa leaf, and our iniqnities like 
taken us away 


the wind have 
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for thou hast hid thy face from | 
us, and consumed us for our in- 
iquities. ‘Thy holy cities are a 
wilderness ; Zion is a wilderness ; 
Jerusalem a desolation ; our ho- | 
ly and our beautiful house, where 
our fathers praised thee, is burn- 
ed up with fire; and all our 
pleasant things are laid waste.” 

These facts are recorded for 
our example; and, guided by 
them, we are led to attribute the 
woe, the sloughter, the oppres- 
sion, the slavery, the wretched- 
ness that fills the earth, to sin, as 
their dreadful source. Every 
national calamity is the loud, 
though alas! off unheard, voice 
of God proclaiming that iniquity 
is the ruin of man. 

But if from public we turn to 
the scriptural details of private 
and individual misfortune, the 
same truth will meet out eye. 
Ts Herod struck by the hand of 
God even upon the summit of 
his throne ? Is Nebuchadnezzar 
Jevelled with the brutes, “ tho’ 
exalted as the eagle, and though 
his nest was among the stars ?” 
Does Gehazi, go out from the 
presence of Elisha a leper 
white as snow ? 
and Sapphira unite in the same 
declaration, and meet im the 
same grave ? It is because God’s 
judgments are poured out. It 
is because, “ though hand join 
jn hand, iniquity shall not go 
uppunished.” 

And is not the misery which 
still sinks the spirit of a man 
to the earth, which attacks him 
under the various shapes of dis- 
ease, and poverty, and scorn, and 
tears, and death, imputable to 
the same cause? Are not all 
these the dire effects, the tre- 
mendous marks of God’s dis- 


as 
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Do Ananias | 


[Mar, 


Pleasure against the ungodliness 

| of men ? And even upon the 
penilent, though changed by a 
father’s kindness to the gentlest 
chastisements of love, do pot 
these calamities still fall with 
siffiicient weight to bow them 
to the dust, when they turn in 
bitter recollection to the true 
source from whence afflictions 
spring ? 

3. The nature of sin will be 
depicted in yet more glowing 
colors, if we advert to the misc- 
| ry which it nill produce hereafter. 

If the gospel has brought 
life and immortality, it has like- 
wise brought death and immor- 
tality to light. It has disclosed 
the awful truth, that, striking 
and terrific as are the traces of 
divine wrath in this world, they 
are insignificant when compared 
with those which will be mani- 
fested in the next. The delay 
of vengeance ought not, there- 
fore, to give courage to trans- 
gressors, who, could they see 





‘¢ The dawn of Christ’s last advent, 
Jong desir’d, 

Would creep into the bowels of the 
hills, 

And fice for safety to the falling 
rocks.” 


The images under which the 
future punishment of iniquity is 
described are the strongest which 
could be suggested as intelligible 
to human capacity. ‘They are 
taken from the most dreadful 
sources and instruments of pain 
and horror with which we are ac- 
quainted. The torments which 
finally await the wretched of- 
fenders who shall reject every e. 
fort of forbearance, every offer of 
mercy, are compared to the 
gnawing “ worm that dieth not,” 
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and “to the fire which is not 
quenched.” “ The w icked shall 
go away” as “ cursed” of God, 
« into everlasting fire, prepared 
for the devil and his angels.” 
Their immortal souls will be eter- 
nally banished from God’s pres- 
ence; will be shut out from eve- 
ry joy allotted to the righteous ; 
will partake the full curse of sin, 
unmitigated by any of its former 
nleasures 5 will experience that 
vemorse and anguisa, and enmity 
against God, waich result from 
conscious guilt and aunihilated 
hope: that unutterabie desola- 
tion of soul, which the progress 
ofeternal ages will not exhaust 
or dejinish. Let then the paius 
of heii evince the malignily of 
“in. 

t. The last consideration 
which I shall offer in confirma- 
tion of this subject, is ihe infinile 
price at which a provision for the 
pardon of offences has been pro- 
cured. 

Far be it from me to say what 
the Almighty might have effect- 
edin man’s behalf; whether in 
any other way than in that 
which he has seen fit to reveal, 
he could have pardoned sin in 
consistency with the perfection 
of his holiness, and the severity 
of hisjustice. It is sufficient for 
us to adore that actual Gispensa- 
lien of grace he kas disclosed— 
to adinire that mercy which the 
death of his Son has permitted 
him to extend to mankind. This 
awful fact seems, however, to 
teach us, that the pardon of sin 
could be obtaincd at no inferior 
cost; that man must sufier 
through eternal years, or the Son 
of God must bleed upon the 
cross. Would we then mark tbe 
entire maliguity, the entire hein- 

Vor. VIL, No. 5. 
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ousness of sin, Ict us turn to-Cal- 
vary, and collect the punishment 
it incrited from the sufferings of 
the Son of God ; ict us mark His 
afiliction * who was bruised for 
our transgressions, and wounded 
for our iniquity :” let us mark 
his body, fainting, scourged, 
sweating drops of bloed, pierced 
with nails, expiring on the cross; 
and his soul “ exceedingly sor- 


| vowful,” “ smitten,” “ afflicted,” 


yea, “ forsaken of God 1” 

Oh, whet shall we now think 
of the guilt of transgression, when 
this spectacte passes before our 
eyes! What shall be our esti- 
mate of the evil of sin, when, to 
the inuumerable obligations it vi- 
olates, to the judgments it has 
brouzht into the world, to the 
terments it has yet instore for 
the wicked, this is added, that it 
could meet no pardon but thro’ 
the sacrifice and passion of the 
Lord and Saviour Jcsus Christ. 

[ Ch. O8. 


— DIto 
EXTRACT. 


On the infiuence of the Scriptures 
in prouioiung the saving knonl- 


edge cf God. 


"Tire principal means for ma- 
king the pame of Christ to be 
remembered in all generations, is 
ihe veiume of holy Scripture. ‘This 
volume, the most precious rem- 
nant of anliquily, comes recom- 
mended to our veneration and 
love by two considerations—the 
authority to which it lays claim, 
and the subject of which it 
treats. Jts words are “ the ora- 
cies” of Gud, which “holy meu 
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-of God spake as they were mov- 
ed by the Holy Ghost; and its 
great subject is Jesus Christ. 
Jiis name is the golden thread 
which runs throughout the web 
of Scripture,connecting the seve- 
ral parts inseparably together: 
and giving beauty, consistence, 
and inestimable value, to the 
whole. From the promise madc 
in Paradise, to the revelations 
given in Patmos, * Christ is all, 
and inall:’’ the substasce of the 
law, the theme of prophecy, and 
the sum of the gospel. Though 
in every portion of Scripture his 
name is not equally conspicuous, 
nor the peculiar truths of his 
gospel found in equal abundance, 
yet he must be blind indeed who 
cannot discover the relation,more 
or less remote, of all to Jesus 
Christ, and dull indeed who can- 
not Jearn something, from Mo- 
ses as Well as from ? aul, concern- 
ive those truths whicl. constitute 


the perlection, the glory, of lis | 


character, aad form the solid 
foundation of our confidence and 
hope. The book of God consti- 
tutes one great whole, the difer- 
ent parts of which lave one 
comuon object and aim; the 
one supplying what is deficient, 
and illustrating what is obscure, 
in the other. Let us particular. 
ly value tne latter part of the 
biessed volume, without which 
we could but grope at the mean- 
ivg of the former, which is the 
peculiar treasure of the Christian 
church, and exhibits the glory of 
Jesus’ name and doctrine in eve- 
ry page; but let us not despise 
or neglect the Old ‘Testament, 
which speaks with the same au- 
thority, treats of the same Sav- 
iour, and reflects on the pious 
veader Lhe Echt ched on it by the 
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new. When we judiciously com. 
bine the figures of the law and 
the raptures of the prophets with 
the facts of the evangelists and 
? ) . 
the reasovings of Paul, whata 
uoble structure of evangelical 
truth rises on our enraptured 
view ; solid, sublime, heavenly, 





pure: built entirely of . celestial 
| materials; and every stone in 
}the building emblazoned with 
| the name of Jesus Christ in let- 
| lers of purest gold! 
| Fthas been chiefly by means 
| of this volume that the naime of 
| Christ has been preserved to the 
present times. ‘True religion 
| wil he found to have prospered 
| or declined as men have e:royed 
| the facility of procuring, the ca- 
| pacity of perusing, and the liber- 
ty of consulting at pleasure, this 
sacred volume. Is it any mat- 
ter of surprise that religion al- 
most disappeared from the earth, 
when the book of God was lock- 
ed up in libraries, to be covered 
| with dust, or consumed by ver- 
| min; when few could purchase, 
and fewer read it; when permis- 
| sion to have a copy in the vul- 
| gar language had previously to 
| be obtained from a superstitions 
| and jealous clergy : and when lo 
| ask it excited suspicion, and ex- 
| posed to danger of liberty and 
life ? Or what else might have 
| been expected, than thal the great 
| revivat of religion at the reforma- 
| tion, should immediately follow 
the multiplication of copies 
the Scriptures, and the transts- 
tion of them into the living lav- 
guages of Europe? At this day 
one may form a pretty accuratc 
estimate of the state of religion 
in any particular district, by th« 
scarcity or abundance of bible: 








in the place. I require nothin, 
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more to satisfy me that religion 
was at a very low cbb in the ear- 
lier part of the reign of Josiah, 
than the knowledge of the fact, 
that Hilkiah, the priest, having 
found a book of the law of the 
Lord in a corner of the temple, 
presented it to Shaphan, the 
Scribe, as a Curiosity ; and that 
the king, when it was read before 
him, was alarmed at its contents 
as at something new and strange. 
Nor is there, perhaps, any more 
striking proof of the low stale 
of religion on the continent im- 
mediately before the reforma- 
iion, than the circumstance, 
that scarcely a copy of the Greek 
New Testament could be found 
in all Germany besides those in 
possession of Erasmus; that his 
utmost diligence could not pro- 
cue a complete copy from which 
io translate ; and that when he 
first published his translation, he 
was seriously accused by many 
ecclesiastics with having forged 
the book as a means of injuring 
their order. 

Why shouid we despair of the 
cause of Christ, as long as the 
bible exists, and copies of it can 
be procured ? The importance 


of this blessed book has in all | 


ages been acknowledged by the 
enemies, and felt by the friends 
of the truth. In ancient times, 
the heathen persecutors of the 
church saw that their efferts to 
extirpate Christianity would be 
fruitless, as long as it existed. 
They laid the axe, therefore, to 


as they were styled, obtaincd 
their lives in exchange for the 
copy, or part of a copy, which 
they committed to the flames ; 
and such was the success of Juli- 
an, in particular, the most malig- 
nant and active of its enemies, 
that he vainly hoped to survive 
the bible, and the name of Christ. 
In modern times the bible is per- 
secuted but in a different man- 
| mer. It has seldom, of late, ex- 
| cept by a few madmen, within 
our own recollection, been com- 
mitted to the flames. It has 
more commonly been attacked 
by the keenest shafts of ridicule, 
and the basest arts of misrepre- 
sentation: its authenticity ques- 
tioned, ils inspiration denied, its 
meaning perverted, and its doc- 
trines abused. But the more it 
has been persecuted, tie more it 
has been venerated and cherish- 
ed by the lovers of Christ's 
name. In former times, manv 
cheerfully surrendered their lives 
rather than seem to insult it; 
and genuine Christians still rally 
around the standard of Scripture, 
to protect it from every hostilc 
assault, determined never to a- 
bandon it, to hold it fast as their 
hope in their dying grasp, and, 
| when they must quit their hold, 
|to deliver it to their neighbors 
jand their offspring, 2s a sacred 
| trust, and their dearest posscs- 
| sion. as 

| In times when superstition 
‘usurped the place of true reli- 
| gion, and scriptural faith could 








the root of the tree, in order to | scarely be found on carth, tie 


fetch a deadly stroke, by perse- 


cuting the Scriptures. Private 
houses were searched, in quest 


of this proscribed book, and libe- 


ral rewards offered for its volun- | vision,” Uiey served “asa hight 
|shining in a dark place,” “to 


tary surrender. The traditors, 


| Scriptures were one principal 
means of preventing the truth 
from ullerly expiring. Read ia 


secret, when there was “ no open 
! t.6 
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vive knowledge of salvation to” | tiplied ; and by the spirit of holy 
ilie vermmant of God’s people, | zeal, ihey have becn so wix lely 
and “to guide their fect in the | dispersed over the surface of the 
way of peace ;” and I doubt not | eartii ; that they are safe from 
that in many parts of the world, | every tyrant’s grasp and every 
and of our own country, where | deists pen. The calamities of 
persons are far frorn the ordinan- | individual nations, and the ruin 
ces of God, or where another] of particular churches, can have 
encnel fs preached, the perusal | but a very partial and tempora. 
of the Holy Scriptures, in pri-| ry cfect. When the Bible wos 
vate families, is subservient to| naturalized, if I may so speak, 
the production ond the preserva- | in fewer ceuntries, spoke to men 
of the life of God in many souls. | in fewer languages, and was in 
Even where the public dispen-|incomparably fewer hands, it 
sation of the gespel is enjoyed, | survived the fall of kingdoms, 
religion can scarcely be supposed | the ruin of churches, many great 
to spread far, er last ! long, if men | revolutions and grievous calami- 
are unable to precure, or cannot | ties of mankind ; and much more 
vead, the Scriptures. Consistent | may it row be expected to sur- 
views of the truth wiust with dif. | vive every future convulsion of 
ficully be acguired, and with | the earth. 
greater diffcu hy reteined. The Nor is.this matter of mere 
memory is so treacherous, and probability ; it is matter of ecr- 
the heart so deceitful, that im- | tainty and faith. Jehovah lives, 
pressions nade under occasional | und is “ wise in hear! t, ond 
hearing of the gospel must soon | mighly in strength.” He vill 
be effaced, if they are not re-| nol withdraw his preteetion from 
touched and deepened by the | this blessed book, whieh his Spi- 
frequent perusal of the word. On| rit iispired, which his provi 
this account, I consider the citr-| dence has for so many ages 
culation of the Scviptures as of | guarded, which is the solace of 
immense conse que nee to the | them that fear him, the authen- 
spread of the gospel, and despair | tic standard of truce religion, and 
of lasting success to any mission, | the great monument of Uie Re- 
however promising first appear- | deemer’s fame: “ The word of 
ances may be, till the Scriptures | the Lord endureth for ever; and 
are put into the hands of the | this is the word by —- 
3 
1 














es eee 


5 


= oh 


is th 
peopre, and they are taught to | gospel is preached unto you.’ 
read then. And while it endures, the name 
The Scriptures are now, hu- | and religion of Jesus will endure. 
maniy speaking, beyond the | When the bones of ils enemies 
reach of all their adversaries. | have been reselved into dust, 
‘They cam'never run such risks| and their names heve perished 
as they have svrvived. By the | from the memery of man, the 
pious labors of men, they have | name of Christ wiil shine in Ho- 
been ers into so many | ly Seripture wilh the purest light 
tanguages ; by the art of print- of heaven, an . by the glory of 
ing, th have been with such | its radiance iiluminate, beaulily, 
facility and so exceedingly mul-| and delight cycry soul that by 
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faith beholds it. Through this 
pook, God will make the name 
of his dear Son “ to be remem- 
pered in all generations ; and the 
people shall praise him for ever 


vei ovey 
ang Ccver. 


sto 


The Propi het Ezekicl’s Vision of 


the holy weters of ihe Turple. 


FR MHE nine last chapters of Ure | ; 


Prophecy of Ezekiel con- 
taia an account of a remarkable 
Vision, Whica no Scripture expo- 
sitors have yet been able, par- 
ticularly, to explain. . The con- 
ceplicns are lolty, the descrip- 
lions are strong, the sentimenis 
are divinely solemn, an:' the at- 
tentive reader finds himself, most 
justly, accompanying the proph- 
et“ in the visions of God.” 

With regard to this vision, one 
general remark may be mate 
with safety. It is a fcurative 
description of the charch in the 
inillennial stale. The ancient 
prophets usually describe the 
spiritual state of the church, by 
alinsion to the natural state 
of the visible church as then ex: 
isting, The church of God, 
every period of lime, is calle a Is 
rael ; the residence of the church 

Jerusilem ; the place of di- 
Vine ordinances, and of the spe- 
cial comwanicationus of God’s 
grace, is Zion. ‘The 'Tempic is 
the place of divine worship, and 
sonietimes, it signifies the church. 
fhe manner in which these and 
many other terms, which were 
originally of a local nature, are 
very commonly used by the 
prophets, will readily occur to 
every careful reader of the Scriv- 
turcs, ‘his Jancuage wos the 





ee 


ane 





most suitable to the conceptions 
of the Jews, lo whom “ were 
committed the oracles of God.” 
The language of prophecy is, 
wencrally, highly | figurative, 
pointing out woral truths aod 
sy itual things, by strong i iNu- 
sicus to mutural obiecis. lu this 
manner, ite state of the church 
m the lotter d: ye in its period of 
prosperity, ts described in this 
isi pro] net Eize- 
nich It is ohn kh in the 
lime of ie captivity in Babylon, 
when the church was in afilic- 
tion, when they were in need of 
divine consolations, and lie is di- 
rected, * declare ail thou secst to 
ihe house of [sracl.” 

It is not my intention to take 
a general view of this prophetic 
vision, but to offer a few thouch{s 
on that part which js contained 
in the beginning of the forty- 
seventh chapter. “ Afterward 
he brought me again unto the 


on 
coor of the house ; and, behold, 
waters issued out fron: under the 
threshold of the house eastward : 
Then brought he me out of the 
way of the gate northward; and 
led me about the wey witheut 
unto the outer gate by the way 
that looketh eastweord ; and be- 
hold, there ran oul weicrs on the 
right : side. And when the man 
that had the line in his hand 
went forth eastward, he meas- 
ured a thousand cubits, and he 
brought me throrca the waters 5 
the waters were ty the aucles. 
Again he measured 2 thousand, 
2ud brought me threugh the wa- 
ters; Lhe Waters were tomy knees. 
Aga in he rages bounpa 
and brougit me thretg') tke wa- 
ters; the waters vere to tie loins. 
Afterward he meosuicd a thou. 


>| 88 143; andit was a river thatl 
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could not pass over : for the wa- 
ters were risen, waters to swim 
in, a river that could not be 
passed over. And he said unto 
ane, son of man, hast thou seen 
this ? Then he brought me, and 
caused me to return to the brink 
of the river. Now, when I had 
returned, behold, at the bank of 
the river were very many trees 
on the one side and on the otuer. 
Vhen said he unto me, these 


watcrs issue out toward the east | 
country, and go down into the des- | 


ert, and go into the sea; which 
heing brought forth into the sea, 
the waters shall be healed.— 
And it shall come to pass, that 
every thing that liveth, which 
moveth, whithersocver the riv- 
ers shall come, shall live; and 
tuere shali be a very great mul- 
titude of fish, because these wa- 
ters shali come thither: for they 
shalibe healed; and every thing 
chall Jive whither the river com- 
eth.” Of the trees growing on 
ihe bank of the river, it is alter- 
wards added, “the fruit thereof 
shall be for meat, and the leaf 
thereof for medicine.” 

The ancient temple, and the 
ark of the covenant which was 
placed in it, were the holy dwel- 
ling-place of God. From thence 
issned the communications of his 
truth, and his grace. The wa- 
ters here spoken of, issued from 
the Unreshold of the eastern gate 
or deor of the temple. 
eastern gate was most eminently 
distinguished in the mercy of the 
Lord. It was by this way that 
ihe glory of the Lord entered 
and filled the house. The stream 
of water issuing from this divine 
habitation, is an cmblem of the 
blessings of divine grace, flowing 
from God, as from an infinite 


Ezekiel’s Vision of the holy waters of the Temple. 








The 
either side of the river, was there 
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fountain of holiness and Jove, 
The stream issuing from the tem- 
ple, is constantly increased in its 
extensive progress. The fol. 
lowing extract is from Bishop 
Lowth’s commentary on this 
chapter. ‘“ The gradual rise of 
the waters, represented in this 
vision, denotes the .arge effusion 
of the Spirit, which was very re- 
markable at the first publication 
of the gospel, and its wonderful 
increase from small beginnings ; 
and will be so again, when God 
shall pour the Spirit of his grace 
upon the Jews, in order to their 
convcrsion. ‘The supplies of grace 
are often represented in the Ho- 
ly Writers under the metaphor 
ofa river, and streams watering 
the dry and thirsty earth, both 
cleansing and making fruitful the 
ground where they pass. The 
metaphor is probably taken from 
the river that watered Paradise.” 

The stream flowing from the 
temple, produces the most salu- 
tary effects wherever it proceeds. 
On the banks of the river, grow 
trees, producing leaves that are 
medicinal, and bearing an abun- 
dance of fruit. To this descrip- 
tion, there seems to be a direct 
allusion in the vision of the 
Apocalypse. Rev. xxii. “ And 
he shewed me a pure river of 
water of life, clear as chrystal, 
proceeding out of the throne of 
God and of the Lam). In the 
midst of the street of it, and on 


the tree of life, which bare 
twelve manner of fruits, and 
yiclded her fruit every month : 
and the leaves of the tree were 
for the healing of the nations.” 
In the vision before us, as the 
banks of the river are richly ?- 
dorned, the siream itself abounds 











with food. It also possesses a 
quality of the highest medicinal 

wer. “ These waters issue out 
toward the east country, and go 
down into the desert, and go in- 
tv the sea; which being brought 
forth into the sea, the waters 
shali be healed.” ‘The east 
country from Jerusalem is the 
country of Jordan. The desart 
js the country surroundiag the 
dead sea, into which the river 
Jordan is emptied. The dead 
sea isthe place where the cilies 
of Sodom and Gomorrah former- 
ly stood; and its waters are so 
impure that no fish can live in 
them, and they prove fatal to 
most animals that come to them 
ferdrink. This stream from the 
temple of God, enters the sea 
und efieclually purifies it, that 
“there shall be a very great mul- 
titude of fish; and it purifies 
the alr’ wherever it flows, that 
“every thing that liveth, wiich 
moveth, whithersoever the rivers 
suall come, shall live.” ‘This 
description illustrates in a very 
forcible manner, the salutary, the 
life-giving effects of the gospel of 
salvation. 

The stream flowing from the 
temple, as it advances, is con- 
stantly increasing. At the first 
admeasurement, the wandering 
prophet sees the gentle stream 
increased to the height of the 
uncles; at the mext, it has ris- 
eu to the knees; it is then, at 
the loins ; and soon becomes a 
wighty river. It goes directly 
to the seat of the deadliest cor- 
ruption, conveying purily and 
lifeevento the seat of Sodom, 
the standing monumcuat of the 
judicial vengeance of heaven. 
Sodoin is uscd in the Revela- 
tion asa figurative texm for the 
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scat of the universal wickedness 
which shall triumph over the 
world, at the period of the dark- 
est time of the church. The 
two wiluesses being slain, * Their 
dead bodies shall lie in the street 
of the great city, which epiritu- 
ally is called Sodom and Egypt, 
where also our Lord was cruci- 
fied.” (Rev. xi. 8.) According 
to the testimony of the prophet 
Malachi, * The Lord whom ye 
seck, shall suddenly come to his 
temple, even the messenger of 
the covenant whom ye delight 
in.” This being done, from the 
leruple issacs the stream of sal- 
Vation, rising and spreading, till, 
eventually, it shall penetrate the 
darkest abodes of iniquity, and 
in the perfection of the millenni- 
al stale, shall purify the deep- 
est recesses of corruption. Visi- 
ble Christianily, in a general 
view of its circumstances, has 
been vegularly extending its lim- 
its from the time of the apostles, 
to the present day. Its progress 
has suffered temporary interrup- 
lions, from Pagan and Mahome- 
tan violouce, but no age can be 
mentioned ia which its borders 
have not widened, in which new 
terrilovies have not been brought 
to the worship of the divine 
Emanuel. Iu this manner, the 
stream from (he temple of God, 
at first, a rivulet, has 
now become. a mighty river. 

As the vision which we now 
contcmplate refers, more partic- 
ularly, to the state of the church 
in nuillennial days ; it may, per- 
haps, be more correct ts consid- 
cr tiis stream from the temple, 
as commencing iis progess al the 
begianing of the peried of the 
church’s prosperity. Yct it o/- 
fers no Violence to the spirit of 
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the prophetic writings, to con- 
sider it a5 begiauing to fow at 
the first establsameut of Crris- 
tian: y alc 3 for il is weil Kacwn 


that it is very common for the 
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ages. The current is beginning 
to flow. God grant that it may 
soon becomea great river—thal 
it may flow to the dead s 
error 


sea 0! 
aud impesture, of wicked. 


hat ea Baan 
propherie iS es QO aavve a 
Cuplicate applic and a dn- 
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1 it > o 
v ail: aie fal! himent. r ring 
tinis sacred stream as the miiien- 
nial current, some oft tie 
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ness and destruction, which has 
ioug om royel every piinciple 
ofrmoral life in the devote ed re- 
sions o of tne east, thot it may be 
purified of corruption, that ils 
waters may prodnece the abup- 
vant food lor spiritual life, that 
gatc ol | ce SurrouRC ing trees may yield 
of the temple, and Cews Lo tue; the trait for the support, their 
east. Tn tine i | ‘oe s jer Lhe healing, of the na- 
he cCiffere: ious. 
world are 
Jative 
Judea. 
the cast are tic count 
‘die disposition uow man- 
ifested by the Christian v world to 
communicate the holy Scriptures 
and the o me vances of the peer 
to those eeahnan Bali ms; the fa- 
cility with which Ure werd of pubiisin 
life finds acccss lo those gloomy | PFOrct- 
regions of idolatry and covup-| )) 
tion ; the constant increase af | «4c?owrs 
the knowledge ef the vospel, ond! 4 
the rapid diminution of the inf | edt, 1514, 
ence of leng- establ: iS GSC 
of error in beniehted 
nish an aermeting or 
the stream of* 
alrea ty fio wi 
the holy 
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of ir. Jomes Mrtshie, 
who dicd March 
inthe 92d year of 


it 
scimtienn, 


hone, 


heavenly geace is | ford, July mg A.D. 1722. 


; was born in Bran 
lie 
asou of pious parents, by 
he was early dedicated 
the pres ris to God in bap lism, und who were 
ficht, from bia el sent in| care fal to} uupress the trutiis of 
Judea, hias been he we ote Te! reficion upon his infant and 
Wwe arc nol wholly mistaken ia! y youthful mind; though his ac- 
ie Import of a bef vantages for a Jiterary reducation, 

at tite com aecordise to the circumstances 
mille palm, i | of the ti: ues, were limited. —He 
ly, to the cast. vas marie a, suue 16th, 1749, lo 
effected by the *sithial| cxcrlions | Joanna Porter, who was born m 
of the Christians of the west. In| Farmington. She died Sept. 
this way tiey will relurs an ob-| 1771. aged 56. He was married, 
tigation which has been due for} again in 1772 Durand, 
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2 native of Branford. By nei- 
ther of his wives did he have 
any children. ‘They were both 
rofessors of religion, and orna- 
ments of the Christian profession. 

Mr. Frisbie was brought up 


under the ministry of the Rev. 
He | 
was often impressed with deep | 
conceri for the future interest of | 


Mr. Robbins of Branford. 


his soul, in his childhood and 
youth. At the time of the great | 
revival of religion in New- | 
England, in the years 1740, and | 
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. James Frisbie. 193 
made eminent advances in the di- 
vine life. He often spoke to his 
Christian friends of having fresh 
anoiatings of the Holy Spirit, 
with which his soul was fed and 
strengthened by the grace of 
God. Notwithstanding the ani- 
mating views of divine things 
which he sometimes experien- 
ced, and the precious comforts 


| of the Christian hope, he would 


speak of these with much cau- 
tion and humility, and only to 
his fellow-christians. He knew 


41, his miud became more thor- | that religion was a realily, and 
oughly awakened to the great | its ordizances and truths were his 


realities of eternity, and he was 
brought, as he ever 
believed, to a saving union with 
Christ Jesus.* lie, soon after, 
made a public profession of reli- 
gion, uniting with the church in 
Branford. He has often men- 
tioned that he joined to the 
church on the same Lord’s day 
that the late Rev. Mr. Robbins 
of Norfoik was baptized. 

Some lime between the years 
1750, and 1760, Mr. Frisbie re- 
moved to Bethlem, and lived 
under the ministry of the Rev. 
Dr. Bellamy. As he highly en- 
joyed the ministerial labors of 
that picus and eminent divine, 
£0, by them and the various 
means of religious improvement 


with which he was favored, he | 


derived the richest benefits, and 
—{=— 

* Ever since that revival of reli- 
vion, which is pow more than seven- 
‘y years, the sujects of that work of 

race have been dy ing, leaving the 
negaht evidences of the Christian 
uope anc the Christiaan life. ‘These 
Have 2 be en, both of the clergy and the 
aity, th e yreat ornaments and pillars 
cf cur ch arches. This venerable 
wauer may be the last of which we 
wali hear. * Whose suns are set, 
On, rise some other such.” kK ps. 
Vou. VII. No 5. 


| great delight. 
alterwards | cles were precious to his heart, 


The sacred Ora- 


and were his coustant compan- 
ion to the end of his days. He 
eminently loved the place of 
worship. Led toit by inclina- 
tion, not Iess than a sense of du- 
ty, he seldom failed to go to the 
house of God mith the voice of joy 
and praise, with a muliitude that 
kept holy day. Yor more than 
thirty years previcus to his death, 
he was in a great measure depti- 
ved of his hearing. During the 
latter part of Dr. Bellamy’s and 
the former part of Dr. Backus’s 





ninistry, he usually stood in the 
| “" to hear pre: aching. When 
‘his deafness had increased to 
such a degree that he was almost 
wholly unable to hear, be was 
| still a Constant attendant at pub- 
| lic worstiip; feeling it to be his 
| duty and his great privilege to 
| unite wilh those who assembled 
| to praise and pray. Such was his 
attachment to these duties, that, 
though he lived three miles and 


an half frem the place of mee- 

ting, he seldom failed of attend- 

ng, till he had nearly attained 

After losing 

be used to carry his 
Aa 


his ninetieth year. 
| his hearing, 
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Memoirs of Mr. 


Bible and Fsalm-Book to mee- 
ting, and his pew-males would 
Jook for him the psalms which 
were sung, Which lie read, as al- 
so the text of the sermon to 
which he carefuily ultended, 
with ihe chapte rin which it was 
contaiued. Under these 
rassmenits, he highly enjoy 
services of pubiic worship, and 

felt it to be a great privilege 

that he wes able to be an allend- | 


¢ mul jar- 





ed the 


ant in his advanced age. 

Mr. Frisbie was cininent for 
a lite of preyer. Tn all periods | 
of his Christaia life, prayer was | 
the joy aud the food of his seul ; 
and when, by his dificully of | 
hearing, he had become, 
great measure, ceprived of Chris- 
tian sociely, it was his more fre- 
quent employment, and more 
permanent support. In his proy- 
evs forthe turtherance oi the 
gospel and the general pros- 
perity of Zion, he was pecutliar- 
Jy ardent and persevering. 

Yor verson nol enjoying 
ter opporlunities for carly 
education, he was peculiarly 
fond of reading. In this em- 
ployment he spent much tiie, 
particularly in the advanced pe- 
riod of his life. In books ef 
Divinity and Eccesias 
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tical Tis- 

tory, which were his favorite 
subjects, his reading was exten- | 
sive. During the miniviry of | 
Dr. BeHamy, a pubic L 
ry was formed in Bethlem. of 
which Mr. Frisbie was an active | 
promoter, which received large | 
additions oon tae ministry of 
Dr. Backus. inc Afr. bis. | 
bie’s fondness ye readi the | 
propriclors used lo give him the 

first choice in Crawing his share 
of books, on each Hbrary-imeet- 
ne day, without inicriupticn. 
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iVUla- | 


| idle, 
' solute, 


1 § 


James Frishie. [May, 
Tic was exceedingly fond of 
reading the Connecticut Eyap. 
gelical Magazine. He took that 
work, regularly, from the com. 
mcucemeut of the publication, 


| to his death. 


Mr. lrisbie was by occupation 
a far: mer, and ma ges a hand- 
some properly, In his deeds of 
chariiy, his conduct w as conlor- 
mable lo ihe other parts of his 
Christian character. To the 
the intemperate and the dis. 

he gave but sparingly, 

the y were poor. But to 
who were needy, through 
vecial frowns ofa righteous 
provi e, especially to the 
poor of the household of faith, 
he gave with a libcral hand. In 
objects of public and Christian 
liberality,sccording lo his ability, 
he was among the most lor ward. 
{n the year 1812, he made a 
donation of forty dollars to the 
Connecticut Bible Society, which 
constituted him a member for 


thouelh Ox or 
Liiose 
Se cr 
tush i 


dene: 


life. In February, 1813, he made 


a similar couation of forty doi- 
lars to the Auxiliary Foreign 
‘fission Socicly of the county of 
Lilchfield. In May, 1813, at 
the annual contribution for the 
Missionary Socicly of Conuecti- 
cut, he save ten dollars. 

In the year 1805, Mr. Frisbie 
made his will, eins which the 
owing is enextract. “ [give 

beeucath one third part of 
my real landed properly, to tlie 
deacons of the church of Christ 
in Bethlem, and to their succes- 
Ors in off ice , jor the use of said 
ain a perpetual 
vst to be ap propri- 
of the 


ry 
jou! 


wv Ct 
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ated «at the ciscreiion 


| churel, for the support of a reg- 


ular gospel minieter, so long as 
they abice in tie present confes- 
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sion of faith, and the doctrines | 
and practices defended by John 
Calvin, the noted reformer, the 
late President Kdwards, and the 
Rev. Joseph Bellamy, D. D. If 
such should become extinct in 
Bethiem, the interest of the a- 
bove donation is to be appropria- | 
ted to the support of the poor 
of the town of Bethlem. Should 
a church of the above descrip- 
tion revive in Bethlem, as the 
conor of the above legacy hum- | 
bly hopes and trusts in God it 
will, not only ia this place but in | 
all parts of the earth, the use of 
the above donation may revert 
to ils original purpose or religious | 
use.” 
On Friday the eleventh of | 
March, 1814, the writer of the | 
above memoirs received a fetter | 
from Mr. Frisbie, written with | 
hisown hand, from which the 
following extract is taken. 


“Sir, I have taken my pen in’ 
my trembling hand to write to 
you abouta matter of no small 
importance. My life, er time 
in this world is almost run out. 
I must work while the day lasts. 
Tam in my ninety-second year. | 
My strength is almost gone. I 
can but just go alone. It hath 
pleased the great God to put 
some talents into my hands. 
Now, how shall 1 improve them ? | 
You know what I have done in | 
my will. Butsince I executed 
that, through the goodness of 
God, my farm and stock have 
brought in more than my little 
family need for their support. 
Dr. Backus has done my _busi- 
ness heretofore, but he is gone. 
I now pray your assistance. 





Memoirs of Mr. James Frisbie. 


| give to 





My hearing is gone, and my 
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to read and wrile. The Maga- 
zines exhort to contribute for the 
public good of Zion. I have 
but little money by me; but I 
have notes of hand which I wish 
lo put into your hands to coilect. 


| T have one note of fifty doltars, 


against —wwhich has been 
nbove three years on interest. 
This, when coliccted, { wish to 
the Foreign Mission So- 
ciety... You see, Sir, my business 
requires haste. IT should be glad 
if you would wrile to me and 
tell me whatcan be done. Oh, 
iL is one thing to give, and aneth- 
er todo itin a right manner. 
Pray for me, that I may have 


charity, without which 1 am 
nothing. Oh, that I might 


bring forth fruit in old age! Vor 
a long time, [ have professed to 
know God. Buthow much have 
T fallen short ia the works of 
real holisess ! If T had not hope 
through the great atonement 
and righteousness of our great 
and gicrious Redeemer ani Ad- 
vocate with the Father, [should 
have no hope of salvation. As 
to the money which I propose 


i giving, I know not what is best 


for me to do. I must leave it 

with you, Sir, to determine. You 

muy ask some cof the Knowing 

friends of the Redeemer; and 

spend it that way which is best. 

Perhaps it will be for the For- 
eign Mission Society. 
From your friend 

and brother in the Lord, 

JAMES Fgiseir.” 


On the Saturday previous to 
his death, Mr. Frisbie had an 
epileptic shock ; which affected 
him in such a manner, that he 
was unable to stand or walk ; but 


Fight fails fast. I am put-to it! it did not deprive him e his rea- 
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son. His conversation was sLill | 
in Heaven. He failed not to 
call his family together, as usual, 
morning and evening, directing 
that a chapter be read in the Bi- 
ble, and, while sitting in his 
chair, would lift up his voice to 
the throre of grace. He thus | 
continaed till the Thurday fol- 
Jowing, which was the day of| 
his death. The day previous 
to his epileptic shock, he read 
the last chapter of Job. He! 
then observed to his family that | 
he would turn to the New Tes- | 
tament and begin at the boek of | 
Matthew, for he was exceeding: | 
ly fond of reading the gospel ; | 
adding, “ Perhaps I shall not! 
live to read it through.’ On 
the morning of the day of his 
death, he read a part of the 
fourth chapter of Matthew, and 
observing, “ My sight fails me,” 
gave the book to one of the 
family, by whom the chapter 
was finished, Je then rose and 
prayed with his usual propric- 
ty, and with much ferver for the 
prosperity of the Redeemer's 
kingdom. He was comfortable 
through the day; after supper | 
he mentioned to his wife he 
wished to lie down. But soon 
desired to be raised up, and be- 
ing seated in his chair he scon | 
expired. 

Thus died this good mon, who | 








had so Jeng lived tn the esteem ! } 


of ali his neighbors, and in the 
affections ef all the pious who 
best knew him. He lived to clo- | 
rify his God and Saviour, by a | 
cordial attachmeni to the tinths 
and precepts of his religion, for 
more than seventy years. He 
felt that it was a great thing to 
die, and meet his Judge, with 
so much sin and guilt resting 





Extract of a Se?mon delivered at the 


i tere this afternoon. 


[ Mar, 


upon him, as he knew he pov. 
sessed. Patience. charity, meck- 
ness, and humility, were hi; 
leading characteristics in all the 
walks of life. At his death, aj} 
that knew him were ready to 
say, Let me die the death of the 
righteous, and let my last end 
be Like his. 


—D+o~ 


[The following is an extract of a 
Sermon delivered at the funera 
of Mrs. Hanneh M'‘Clure, wife 
of the Rev. Dr. M‘“Clure, of East 
Windsor, April 10, 1814; by the 
Rev. ANDREW Yares, of East 
Hartford. ]} 


Psalm xe. 12. 


So teach us to number cur days 
thal me may apply our hearts 
unto nisdom. 

* © Pir truths which have been 

suggested from the text, and 

have been briefly presented in 
view ef the practical influence 
they ought to have upon our 
bearts and lives, are enforced by 
the oceasion of our assembling 

The re- 

mains ef one, who has for many 


years stocd ina relation pecu- 
? 


i linrly near to this people, are 


now befere us. Her manner of 


2 ond death furnish a solemn 


lessou en the iniportance of im- 


vrovicg time. Froni her earliest 
> has she lived a disciple of 
And during her resi- 

_—_—<>—— 

* Mrs, M‘Clure was the daugh- 
ter of the late Rev. Benjamin Pone- 
roy, D. D. of Hebron ; and became 
hopefully the subject of God's renew- 
ing grace when she was about eigh:- 


| teen years of age, 








Funeral of Mrs. 
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dence in this place she has re-; 
commended in her practice a| 
life of devetedness to God as 
best calculated for the enjoy- 
ment of comfort and peace ua- 
der all the vicissitudes of this 
world. Her patience and resig- 
pation under the numerous tri- 
als of an enieebled constitution. 
while they afforded evidence | 
that she had learned of Yim} 
who was meek and lowly in | 
heart, furnished all who knew 
her with aa example for imita- 
tion. Jier conversation and con- 
duct proved that the law of! 
kindness was in her tongue.— | 
Though laboring wader the in- | 
firmities of a debilitated frame | 
for a long time, she was led by 
a benevolent spirit to do much 
for the coinfort of others. TYhe 
poor are witness, how well sie 
remembered his words whe said, 
“The poor yehave always witie 
you,” and “ at ts more blessed io 
cive than receive.” In doing good, 
in being ready to distribute, wil- 
liag to communicate, she hath 
Jaid up in store a good founda- 
tion against the time to come. 
that she might lay hold on cter- 
nal life. Ln these things, though 
dead, she yet speaketh and sol- 
emly admonishes us to remem- 
ber how short our time, to im- 
prove it, and to apply our hearts 
unto wisdom. 

“ Fer death is equally impres- 
sive and sclemu in ils instruc- 
lion, The most useful, even 





j 
| 
| 
| 


when we suppose they cannot | 


be spared, must be taken away. 
And as frequently is the case, 
they who have been bronght to 
the borders of the grave and 
are raised again, are taken from 
us when we little expect it. We 


Hannah M‘Clure. 197 


because they have been raised 
so often before, and that at times 
when we supposed they could 
not survive their heavy stroke. 
We feel a surprise when they arc 
removed, although we thought 
our expectations were awake.— 
Such deaths therefore, more than 
common cases, teach us the im- 
portance of numbering our days 
as Very uncertain. 

“ The providence is full of in- 
struction to the bereaved. Lover 
aivt friend is taken away. He 
who hath done it will “ slay his 
rough wind in the day of his east 
wind.” Jie will not suffer his 
children to be tried above that 
they able to hear. He enriches 
the soul with grace and renders 
it sufficient. Hiath he not al- 
ready said, “ What I do thou 
knowest not now ; but thou shalt 
know hereaficr.”. We walk by 
faith. In that world whither 
we shall soon follow those who 
are gone before us, and where we 
shall see and know, how happy 
will be the review of our present 
course !—Not because we have 
done so well, but because we 
shall behold the hand which 
carricd us through the world, 
which Lrought to pass those ve- 
ry trials for his glory and our 
good, those very trials which 
us mourn while here 
in the flesh. We shall there 
behold and adore the wisdom 
and the grace which ordered 
al! these, and unile in praise 
to redeeming love. Here is 
the comfort of the bereaved, and 
you must feel it to be abun- 
dant. But a few more days 
can be numbered before you and 
we all shall be ia the land of 
silence. ‘* Blessed ts that servant 


we sin 
mace 





feel _as though they will he rais- 
ed up again from their sickness, 


whom his Lord, when he cometh 
| May the 


chaill find so doing.” 
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Missionary Letter from the Rev. Samuel Noll, Jun. [May 


blessing of him that dwelt in the | Lord, so teach us to number ol 


bush be with you. 
learn to live for eternity. 


May we all | days iat we may apply cur heer! 
“O | unto wisdom. 


> >> 








RELIGIOUS INTEI 


LLIGENCE. 


@ertesesee 


To tuEr EpitTors oF THE Con-; thougit we have been once visited 


NECTICUT EVANGELICAL Ma-|/ with sickness, 


GAZINE. 


Frankiin, Apiil i4ta, 1814. 
GENTLEMEN, 

I YESTERDAY received a letter | 
from mv son, in Missionary service : 
presuming that the rehgious public 
will feel an interest ia < i tor 
a copy to you for publication. 

Iam, Gentlemen, your friend 

and brother, in the 
Gospel ministry, 


SAMUEL NOTT. 


WaAls a 


Bombay,* March Sth, 1815. 
MY VERY DEAR PARENTS, 

Iam sometimes led to fear that 
the events of the war may have pre- 
vented your receiving the several let- 
ters which | avd Mys. Nott have 
written since we lett America, and 
may sill be in suspense concerning 
us. You may be assured you have 
not been forgotten, and I heope yor 
have received our "letters as i wil- 
ness that you have not. 

On the whole, 
been a very prosperous one with us, 
—<—— 

* Bombey isan island near the 
shore of the hither Peresula of In- 
tra, about seven miles in leneth, 
supposed to contain 100,600 tiab- 
stants; Of whom nearly vie half are 
Europeans. It beiones to the do- 
minions Of the English East-India 
Company, and is one of the seats of | 
their government. In the town of 
Bombay, there is an Englich anda 
Portuguese Church, and all reti- 
ious are equally protected. The 
language of the natives of the Isl- 
and ts much the same as that spoken 
enerally on the Malabar coa 


an 
Ive 





the past year has 
| ed les erd 


thas 


| 


| 


and have not bee 
without some other trials 
these things I hope you hase been 
be fore this fully itor _ “<d, Aft €i we 
lett Bengal we land ed first at Pondi- 
cherr Via pleasaiit rene hes 
on the Ce rromancdel coast, 
iL ple Sant 
We ‘ re 


A 


but ofal 


v iL.é li cnt 


in 
and jous retirement 


hit five weeks, ¢ Lue ship bei ing 
tally detail 
from teas place to Gus S about a 
month: the weather general; picas 
ant—but Mrs. Nott wasas usttal sea- 
SICK. W e arr ived here on the Mth 
of February, and landed ca tie 12th. 
Phree or tour of the first days we 
spent at yor. ‘Vay lor’s, Who We $ iors 
mernly a Missionary from Ue Loudon 
Society, for whose hosp taitty and 
active friendship we have reasen to 
<a very graictul. We ave iow 
ving in our own hired house, in the 
he nj yinent of many dome Stic 
coinforts, and in the possession of 
perfect health. We have much 
nope that this pl. ACE is to terminate 
ur wance and to be the scene 
of our uit ive iabors. We have also 
fears. ‘Phe woverner ef this Presi- 
dency, we ‘thelies ve inclined to favor 
us ; but the Beneal voveriment, be- 
vorinig to send us away 
have strongly recom- 
+ sicp » govern- 
ment here. What will be the event 
is very uncertain ; all we can say 1s, 
that we may be sent to England. 
W et rust, however, that the "Lord 
something, for us to do here. 
We have found friends among the 
Lnelish inbabitants here who inter- 
esc themselves in our stay, and some 
who seem to co it from good motives. 
We are particular} ly encouraged by 
one instance ot decf serious concern. 
‘The person whose mind is affected 
isa young Lieutenant in the Artil- 
‘ery, who has been in the country 
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about six months. His education 

was not religious, 2nd his character 
till within these four months, trifling. 
He was awakened by reading Cow- 
per’s Poems, and now comes to re- 
ceive religious instruction of us and 
to encourag’ our hearts by exhibit- 
ing that this place to which we have 
come, 1s one that Gop deigns to 
Visit. 


‘Though our state is uncertain, we | 


are commencing the Mahratta lan- 


guage nual we walk by faith, not by | 


A very talkative black gen- 
tleman, is to sit by us, and beat iz in- 
in us, three or four hours every 
dau. 

As yet we do nothing as preach- 


ers—but shail hope to f we sty 
2 * * 7 * + 


sight. 
5 


hear from you and from oar 
of the other family. We think of 
you and daily pray for you, and bope 
thet Gop recompenses our absence 
to vou, by Crowning vou with loving 
kindness and tencver mercies, and 
cheermg your hearts in your way 
with the hopes of ylory. 

We experience no € vils from he- 
ing in an exem: ys Jand, as pera aps 
you may fear. However we most 
earnestly desire that there may be 
2 firm and /asting peace between the 
parent country and our own. 

At this season of the year the cli- 
mate is delightful. Indeed the eve- 
nings and mornings are quite Cool— 
it will soon, MOWEVEL, be very hot. 
But we are told that this is the most 
healthy place in india. 

We send our united love to ail the 
family—and wish you to remember 
us with respect and affection to our 

other parents, and ail their house. 
Forget not our neighbors and inti- 
mate friends, for whom we wish the | 
enjoyment of all sfiritual and tem- 
ficral blessings. 

Jam, my dear and hon. Pgrents, 

with continual affection, 
Your dutiful son, 
SAMUEL NOTT, Jun. 


— To; 


ORDINATIONS 


ON Tuesday, March 16th, the 
Rev. Joun B. Wuittcesy. was | 


Ordinalions......Obituary. 


* We do lenzrto | j 


pare nts | 
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| Ministry over the Presbyterian 
Church, and Society in the village of 
Herkimer, N. Y. The introductory 
prayer by Rev. Henry Dwight, of 
Utica ; sermon by Rev. Dr. Backus, 
President of Hamilton College ; the 
consecrating prayer by Rev. Sainuel 
F. Snowden, of Madison ; right-hand 
of fellowship by Rev. Samuel T. 

Mills, of Litchfield ; charge tothe 
Congregation, by Rev. Mr. Wet- 
more ; concluding prayer, by Rev. 
John Smith, of Cooperstown. 


ep 


| ORDAINED at Lawsville, Penn. 
February 16th, the Rev. OLIVER 
Liruy, over the church and societies 
in that town and New-Milford. ‘The 
day was pleasant, and the perform- 
ances solemn and interesting. Ser- 
mon by Rev. Ebenezer Kingsbury, 
on Ezekiel ii, 10, 11. 


At Toiland, on the Sth instant, 
Mr. Aucustus BOLLES was or- 
dained to the work ef the gospel 
ministry, and received the p: istoral 
charge of the Baptist Church in that 
town. The introductory prayer was 
offered by the Rev. Jonathan Good- 
win, of Mansfield—Sermon by the 

tev. Thomas Bald win, of Boston— 
‘The Consecrating prayer by the Rev. 
Lucius Bolles, of Salem—Charge by 
the Rev. Stephen Gano, of Provi- 
cence-—Right hand of Fellowship by 
the Rev. Fiisha Cushman, of Hart- 
ford—and Concluding praver by the 
Rev. Elisha Blakesley, of Kas t-Hart- 
ford.—The services were performed 
in the Presbyterian Meeting-house, 
which was very fenerou: sly opened 
| for that purpose. ‘he audience was 
| numerous, solemn, and atientive. 





| > +o 

} 

| oO TUARY. 

jerkimer, (N. Y) Maj. 

Gen. MICHAE LMrYERs,aged 62,a 
hero of the revolutionary war, 

| Jn Wiscasset, the [ion. Stutz. As 
LE “, aged 53, Atte rney of the U. 


Dre ry in I 


ordained to the work of the Gospel | for the District cf Maine, and 2 
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Judge of Probate for the County of 
Lincoln. 

At Belchertown, (Ms.) on the 8th 
March, Rev. Justus FoRwWARD, a 
native of Simsbury in thisState. He 
was born May, 1750, and was grad- 
uated at Yale College in 1754. 

In Glebe, (Va) Rev. Henry 
HEFFERNAN. 

In Lexington, (Va) Rev. DANIEL 
BLAIN, aged 42, Professor of Lan- 
guages in Washington College. 

In Providence, Amos Troop, Esq. 
President of the Exchange Bank. 

In Washineton City, Hon. Joun 


Dawson, a Representative in Con- | 


gress, from Virginia, aged 52 years. 
Athis residence in Claverack, Co- 


Donations. 


[ May, 


lumbia Co. (N. Y.) STEPHEN Hoge. 
BOOM, Esq. aged 69 years. 

At Washington City, SAMUEL A, 
Ort1s, Esq. aged 73, late Secretary 
of the Senate. , 

In St. John, (N.B) 12th March, 
the Rev. MATTHEW BYLEs, D. J). 
late Rector of that city, and Chai- 
lain of the district, aged 80. . 

In Cohas:et, (Mass.) THom as La- 
THROP, Esq. aged 76 5 an excellent 
citizen. He had been a Member of 
the Legislature of the State nearly 
| forty vears. ; 
| In Philadelphia, the 2d inst. the 
Hon. Nicttonas GILMAN; a Sen- 
ator ef the United States for the 





State of New-Hampshire. 
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Donations to the Missionary Society of Connecticut. 


April14. From William Porter, of Hadley, for New-Orlcans 


Mission, a Donation, 


B50 


19. From Rev. Simeon Woodruff, collected in new 


setttlements, 
26. From Rev. Oliver Hill, 


do, 


1 


co. 
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Donations for Foreign Missions. 


1814, 


RECEIVED BY MR. 
March 8. Of Samuel Whiting, of Hartford, - 
April 14. Ofseveral ladies at Windsor, by Mr. Strong, 


Pp. W. GALLAUDET- 


$1 00 
§ HT 


~$ 6 57 
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A COMMUNICATION cn the subject of contributing for the support 
of Domestic Missions, was not received ia time to be published previous to 
the annual contribution for that purpose. It will appear in our next Num- 


ber, 


Eps. 





